Fostering Ireland’s Craft Makers of the Future

Grants and Awards presented to Craft Students and Recent Graduates

Thursday 21st April 2011 - The Crafts Council of Ireland announced the winners of over 20 grants and awards at an event held in The Odeon, Harcourt Street this evening.  These included the Crafts Council of Ireland Future Makers Awards and Grants 2011 and the House and Home / Crafts Council of Ireland Student Design Award.

Future Makers Awards and Grants for students and practitioners have a value of over €30,000 and encourage the development of the next generation of craft makers in Ireland by supporting craft students and recent graduates practicing craft.  Through this series of awards and grants, the Crafts Council of Ireland recognises innovation and craftsmanship amongst talented young Irish makers and aims to promote working in craft as an exciting, sustainable and lucrative career choice.  All applications were assessed by international judges ceramicist Barnaby Barford and silversmith and contemporary metalworker Anna Lorenz.
The Future Makers Student Award is assessed on the basis of creativity, innovation, skill and craftsmanship and is intended to reward and benchmark excellence. The Future Makers Student Award winner is Muireann Walshe who is currently completing a BDes in Craft Design at NCAD. Muireann received the award for her unique interpretation of The Tara Brooch, which she hopes will lead to the reproduction of this iconic Irish symbol and reinvigorate the public’s passion for Irish craft and heritage.  Muireann received an award of €2,500. The judges awarded an additional ‘Special Award’ of €1,300 to Theresa Burger who is currently undertaking her MA at NCAD specialising in jewellery. The judges were impressed by her design skills, her desire to challenge and expand her work and her exploration of new technologies in the development of a range of contemporary jewellery. 
Future Makers Student Grants provide support to students at different stages of their study in the form of funding to undertake research, residencies and training programmes or to purchase specific materials to create new pieces of work. Student grants were awarded to students from NCAD and the Crafts Council of Ireland Jewellery & Goldsmithing Skills & Design course, and to Irish students studying abroad at Rochester IT, School for American Craft.
Future Makers Practitioner Grants are designed to provide assistance to craftspeople who have graduated within the past 5 years or who have recently established a craft practice or enterprise. Successful applicants have received funding to showcase work at international fairs, to undertake specialised training and to purchase equipment to assist in the development of studio space. 

The Future Maker Award is the overall award worth €5,000.  The Future Maker Award recognises and rewards excellence in emerging practitioners and promotes their work at a critical stage in their career. The winner of the Future Maker Award for 2011 is Claire-Anne O’Brien. A recent graduate of the Royal College of Art, London College, Claire-Anne received the award for her knotted upholstered stools that use traditional knitting techniques with contemporary design in a way that should be celebrated and encouraged. Commenting on the award the judges said “Claire-Anne’s work stood out among the entries for her excellent concept and design. The stools are considered, well proportioned and well executed. The idea is innovative and has a broad appeal.”

The judges highly commended the work of Bridget O’Gorman. “We were very excited by her fresh approach and the use of craft techniques mixed with contemporary art. Bridget's conceptual thinking, combination of materials, narrative and composition should be applauded.” They also created an additional Future Makers award for Michelle Kinsella stating, “we were so impressed by Michelle Kinsella's highly professional application, we wanted to make a special award to recognise her excellent design within her range of highly wearable fashion. We feel she would benefit greatly from the extra award money in order to really launch this range and to develop new work.”

Karen Hennessy, Acting CEO of the Crafts Council of Ireland said, “Future Makers Awards and Grants underpin the Crafts Council of Ireland’s commitment to supporting and developing the next generation of craftspeople in Ireland.  The crafts sector makes a significant contribution to job creation and the ongoing development of creative industries in Ireland so continued investment in and recognition of our emerging craftspeople is of crucial importance.  The Future Makers Awards and Grants are one of the highlights of our Year of Craft 2011 activities, providing us with an opportunity to promote the wealth of creative talent amongst Ireland’s craft students and recent graduates.” 
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The House and Home / Crafts Council of Ireland Student Design Award was established by House and Home magazine in 2004 to reward young Irish design talent and craftsmanship. Dedicated to promoting commercial design as a viable career choice, each year students are invited to work to a brief to submit an interiors-related product that is contemporary, innovative, functional, affordable, commercial and suitable for commercial production.

This year’s open theme of ‘Home Comforts – where craft meets design’ prompted one of the competition’s biggest entry levels ever and saw submissions across the fields of furniture, ceramics, glass, lighting and textiles. The standard of entries was high but Tom Sweeney, a student of GMIT Letterfrack, who designed a scalable, modular unit for wall-mounted, contemporary storage is the overall 2011 winner of the House and Home / Crafts Council of Ireland Student Design Award.  Inspired by the concept of ‘less is more’, the winning piece is concerned with conserving materials and ensuring minimal waste in manufacture.  Tom receives a cheque for €1,000, a trip to a design fair and a contemporary trophy designed by Rachel McKnight of Rachel MCK.
This year, the carefully-chosen judging panel included Dunnes Stores Head Homewares buyer Teresa Rafter, ceramic designer Karen Morgan (who won the award in 2006), Jennie Flynn from Dublin product design store Designist, Crafts Council of Ireland Education and Innovation Manager Louise Allen in addition to House and Home magazine publisher Karen Hesse and editor Dara Flynn.  Of the winning design Dara Flynn said, “Tom’s mini storage system is a well-conceived idea and well made – visually it reminds me of a row of tiny balconies on a modernist building. It’s a really flexible idea with a number of different applications. What I saw as great for pens and thumbtacks, another judge pictured in the bathroom, or for storing tea in the kitchen!”
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About Future Makers

Future Makers was launched by the Crafts Council of Ireland in 2009 to support the development of the next generation of craft students and recent graduates. The awards and grants, which have a value of over €30,000 will support those currently studying or practicing craft and represent the Crafts Council of Ireland’s commitment to supporting those who wish to pursue craft as a career.  In January 2010 a dedicated website www.futuremakers.ie was launched to promote and provide easy access to information about the grants and awards as well as ongoing information about upcoming opportunities such as seminars, conferences, master-classes, residencies, other funding opportunities and exhibitions.  The site is linked to Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and blip.tv, providing multiple platforms for the Crafts Council of Ireland to communicate with craftspeople nationally and internationally.  For further information, visit www.futuremakers.ie

About House and Home

House and Home is Ireland’s best loved interiors magazine and is an invaluable sourcebook for making your house into a home. This award winning full colour bi-monthly publication features a myriad of creative home improvement ideas and expert advice. Filled with beautiful photoshoots, House and Home not only looks good, it’s also a great read.  For further information, visit www.houseandhome.ie
