For Immediate Release, Sunday, January 9th, 2011
 
Ireland’s Top Creative Talent set for Showcase 2011
 
 
·         Largest international fair in Ireland opens January 23
 
·         Buyers from over 17 countries expected for “Ireland’s Creative Expo”
 
MORE than €22 million in sales orders are expected over the four days of Showcase 2011, ‘Ireland’s Creative Expo’ which takes place at the RDS in Dublin later this month.
 
350 of the country’s leading designers, manufacturers and craftspeople will be taking part in the most important sales event of the year from Sunday 23rd to Wednesday 26th January.
 
Showcase will attract more than 5,500 retail buyers from Ireland and over 17 countries around the world including North America, continental Europe and Japan, who are seeking out the best of Irish fashion, jewellery, giftware and interiors products.
 
Ireland’s talented designers and craftspeople will unveil their latest innovative products and will be hoping to sign new lucrative contracts for 2011.
 
For the second year running Showcase will present “Creative Island” – a space dedicated to beautifully crafted products exclusively Imagined, Designed and Made in Ireland. The 75 craftspeople in Creative Island were chosen from a wide field by an independent jury for their creativity, innovation and craftsmanship. They include:  Maureen Lynch Jewellery,  Rachel Swan Designs,  Castle Arch Pottery, Karen Morgan Ceramics, milliner Wendy Louise Knight, mens knitwear designer Edmund McNulty, Max Benjamin candles and The Handmade Soap Company.
 
As well as crafted artisan products, Showcase features a wide range of other well known brands including Tipperary Crystal, Belleek, Avoca and Genesis.
 
The Crafts Council of Ireland is the main driver behind Showcase, which has become an important means of developing market opportunities for Irish business. Enterprise Ireland markets the show overseas and brings huge skills and experience in this area.
 
Several County & City Enterprise Boards will this year be supporting many first-time exhibitors at special County Enterprise Stands, allowing buyers to ‘spot the future’ in craft design.
Showcase has an exciting Awards Programme for best new products; exporter of the year; excellence within the craft-led Creative Island, and an award for the highest standards of craftsmanship.
 
The Top 50 New Product Awards 2011 will be chosen by an independent panel of retailers and will be displayed in a specially designed area in the centre of the Main Hall. There will be winners and highly commended in four categories: Craft and Gift; Fashion, Knitwear and Accessories; Tabletop and Interiors; and Jewellery.
Showcase will feature free retail seminars in development, merchandising and trends forecasting. One of the speakers will be Niall O’Farrell, Dragon’s Den investor. He has previously invested in two Showcase exhibitors, Button & Co Goldsmiths and Karen Morgan Porcelain. There will also be networking opportunities and a special “Trends” section.
 
According to Brian McGee, Head of Market Development at the Crafts Council of Ireland, in the current economic climate it is more important than ever to promote entrepreneurship and demonstrate excellence in innovation and new product development. He said this year more than ever retailers are seeking out innovative designs to grow their sales.
 
“We have a wealth of creative talent in this country and Showcase is where it is presented to the world. Despite the recession, Ireland is definitely open for business.”
 
“There is always huge excitement at this show – buyers are keen to see the newest innovations and the craftspeople see it as their main chance to secure contracts for the coming year. This year exporting is even more important to everyone”, he added.
 
Showcase 2011 takes place in the RDS (Main Hall), Dublin from Sunday January 23rd to Wednesday 26th January.  Trade attendance only.  Further details are available on www.showcaseireland.com
 
-END-
Further Details Contact:
Noreen D’Arcy
D’Arcy Marketing and PR
Tel: 086 8227556
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Miriam Donohoe
MD Media
Tel: 087 2393914
Or
Susan Brindley, CCoI Tel: 056 776 1804 Mobile: 087 859 5013
 
Notes to the Editor:
About Showcase Ireland:
Showcase Ireland is the country’s premier craft, gift, fashion and interiors trade fair featuring quality design products from Ireland’s leading craft makers and designers. The initiative
attracts up to 350 exhibitors and 5,500 buyers from around the world. Showcase Ireland is organised by Showcase Ireland Events Ltd. on behalf of the Crafts Council of Ireland and is
promoted internationally by Enterprise Ireland.
 
 
Designers whose creations feature in today’s launch  Photocall are as follows:
 
Fashion Pieces:
Clara Bella – Brand New to Showcase 2011
24 The Gallops,Naas, Co Kildare M: + 353 (0)87 612 8555
faith_cat_@hotmail.com www.faith-clarabella.blogspot.com
 
A graduate of Limerick College of Art and Design fashion designer; Clara Traynor launches her first accessories and clothing capsule collection at Showcase 2011.
Traynor almost didn’t study fashion. She was due to study medical science but deferred to do a portfolio course in fashion. Once bitten by the bug there was no going back. Medicine’s loss is fashion’s gain. The pieces feature fierce, hand-made appliqué work from animal motif leggings with decorative leg details to silk tunics that have appliqué detailing on the shoulder to headpieces and other textured accessories.
Each garment is made by Traynor and then further embellished by her signature stitching. It’s a traditional craft that Clara has made her own. Her designs already have a high fashion following. Femme fatale front woman, Karen McCartney of Cowboy X wore the label during her Electric Picnic set last year.
Stockists:
Business launching at Showcase 2011
 
Eileen Abbott
Mohill, Co. Leitrim
T: +353 (0)71 965 1846 M: +353 (0)86 839 3621
eileenabbott@eircom.net
 
Mohill-based Eileen Abbott creates bespoke bridal and special occasion wear. The designer is self-taught, having honed her craft by first observing her grandmother working at the kitchen table. Her garments are designed, made and hand-finished in her Co.Longford studio.
The bespoke pieces feature her trademark flourishes of colour, using flower corsages or leading to punctuate the look and feel of the design. Abbott works primarily in silk and to date her business has flown under the radar, accruing a growing customer base via word of mouth recommendations. This year she’s branching out into ready-to-wear.
“One of my new collections will feature short dresses in jewelcoloured silk devore where I let the fabrics do the talking. A second collection will showcase the three-piece suit as a formal wear option offering wearers a bodice, skirt and jacket combination that can be dressed up or down according to the level of glamour required.”
Stockists Made to order
 
Wendy Louise Knight
Cloonteagh, Newtown Forbes, Co. Longford
T: +353 (0)43 332 9787
info@wendylouisedesigns.ie www.wendylouisedesigns.ie
 
Longford-based Wendy Louise Knight is a self-taught milliner with a studio situated outside Newtown Forbes. Hat making is in her genes – her grandparents had a hat factory in Luton in the UK and she rescued a couple of hat blocks from that establishment, which she uses to form some of her creations.
In 2004 she took private lessons from Aileen Cogan, who teaches millinery at the Grafton Academy, and started offering a bespoke service to would-be head-dressers.
“The hats are made individually by me. Most of the fabrics come from milliner suppliers in the UK. I also use vintage trims and ribbons and recycle elements of old beaded necklaces.”
“70% of my work is to order, mainly for weddings and race meets. I’ve had a couple of runners-up at best dressed ladies competitions but no blue ribbons – at least not yet!”
Previously, Wendy Louise had worked with the Body Shop sourcing ethical accessories and at Karen Millen working as a merchandiser for several of the franchisees before she moved to Ireland.
Stockists
Gladys, Tullamore Heavenly, Clane Leitrim Design House, Leitrim
Judy Greene, Galway

Lisa Shawgi
32 The Woods, Laragh Road,
Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow
M: +353 (0)86 856 7269
lisashawgi@hotmail.com
www.lisashawgi.com
 
I spent most of my childhood in Sudan before moving to Dublin in 1995, and I often use the juxtaposition of both cultures as an inspiration for my creations,” explains Lisa Shawgi, a knitwear designer of Irish and Egyptian-Sudanese extraction.
Her inspiration comes from both cultural backgrounds. The result is eye-catching, feminine knitwear where attention to detail is an essential part of the handwriting.
After graduating from the National College of Art and Design she developed her technical skills by working for Lainey Keogh and Vera Wang before setting up her own label.
Finding a balance between creativity and the commercial side of the business is key, the designer explains. “I see knitwear as a woven fabric to be tailored to create elegant and
sophisticated finished pieces. Women in different cultures inspire me. I find how they dress, their attitude and what inspires them most interesting.” Colour and texture are key elements to these soft, sensual styles.
Stockists:
The Loft, Powerscourt, The Irish Design Shop, Dublin Lucy Erridge’s Adare
 
 
Heather Finn
12 Charleville Mall North Strand, Dublin 1
M: + 353 (0)86 891 6560 finnheather@hotmail.com www.heatherfinn.com
 
“Pattern and colour are the driving forces behind what I do. I make everything myself. It is very hands-on. I design the pattern cards, knit the pieces, then it’s cut and sewn by me. Then I process the finished garment to make it softer. Everything is created from ethically sourced yarns in my North Strand studio. In terms of textures and tones travel inspires me. I journey to India and Morocco in search of yarns.”
Specialising in knitwear, Heather graduated in Fashion from NCAD and honed her craft by working with knitwear designer Lainey Keogh. She also worked as an accessories buyer in Galway for two years. She then launched a stall at Dublin’s Cow’s Lane market and
came to the attention of Topshop when they were opening their flagship store on Stephen’s Green in 2006. She was invited to open a concession within the store.
Heather Finn is now trading from The Loft in Powerscourt. “Meeting my customers lets me see what sells and what doesn’t and how garments look on the various body shapes. It’s a great way to test the market with new designs.”
Angelica Huston wore one of her pieces to her birthday celebrations at the 2009 Galway Film Fleadh.
 
Stockists
Pace, Foxrock, Couture, Naas, Liberties, Westport Ardmore Pottery and Craft,
Co. Waterford, Kilkenny Design, Kilkenny, The Loft, Powerscourt, Leitrim Design House,
Carrick on Shannon, Irish Design Shop, Dublin
 
Unicorn
8 Woodbine Avenue, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow
T: +353 (0)404 43 435 M: +353 (0)87 288 8625
sophie@unicorndesign.net www.unicorndesign.ne
 
Unicorn Design is ready-to-wear clothing with couture accents and a conscience. Each piece is hand-finished in the Rathdrum studio of Sophie Rieu, the Frenchwoman behind the brand.
“I use fabrics that have craft excellence. I love Donegal tweeds and linen, Belfast linen and Kerry tweed and use local, and by local I mean European, fabrics such as French silks, Yorkshire woven flannels – heritage fabrics. I continue to use certified organic cotton.”
“Nature has always inspired me. There is a lot of passion in the elements, and the landscape through the seasons is also very inspiring.”
Even as a child French-born Sophie was making clothes. Her clientele then were her dolls. Now they’re women who want to wear beautifully-made clothes including up and coming singer songwriter Aoife Moriarty. She studied fashion at the Grafton Academy in Dublin while working for MEP Patricia McKenna.
Unicorn Design was included in the top 50 products at Showcase 2008 and also won a public poll for Best Chic Designer run by US based Chic Eco Consultancy.
 
Stockists
Kilkenny Shop, Dublin & Galway, Couture, Naas, Lahinch Classics, South Beach,
Youghal Frock, Wexford, Ali Ruin, Clarinbridge
 

Jewellery Pieces
Rachel Swan Designs

Studio 6, Rua Red, South Dublin Arts Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24
T: +353 (0)1 459 6578 M: +353 (0)87 280 7609
info@rachelswan.com www.rachelswan.com
 
Rachel Swan is a young, contemporary jewellery designer from Dublin who studied fashion design and administration. I wanted to do something more hands-on, she says explaining how she first got involved in the jewellery making business.
She decided to learn her craft at the workbench and joined Alan Ardiff as an apprentice. “The experience taught me how to hone my craft but also how the craft business is run – something you don’t learn in college and essential to survival in business.”
Combining sterling silver, gemstones and techniques such as doming and forging Rachel’s finished pieces have an extremely tactile quality. There is a three-dimensional to her hollow forms.
“I’m interested in the three-dimensional aspect of jewellery,” she says. She designs and creates elegant pieces that can be held, caressed and treasured. Her latest collection, New Balance is made from folded sheet silver that looks like metal-worked origami.
Stockists:
Design Yard, Dublin, Kilkenny Design, Kilkenny, Leitrim Design House,
Carrick on Shannon, Michelle O’Connell, Kilkenny
 
Christina Brosnan
6 Seaview Offices, Main St., Howth, Co. Dublin
M: + 353 (0)86 263 1574
 
Christina Brosnan is a jewellery designer who has been interested in making jewellery since she was nine but first explored the film business as a prop master and then got involved in digital marketing before coming back to her first love.
Her collections feature three-dimensional bead weaving techniques. The pieces in this collection are also dual purpose - they can be worn as a necklace or in your hair, for example. This gives them a Transformer type quality and makes them playful pieces, Christina explains. “You have to ask what is it, how do I wear it. It connects the craftsperson with the wearer and offers a bit of brain teasing.”
Christina grew up in Co. Clare, a hotbed of craft. In her own household her mother made fine Irish lace. The landscape too has influenced her designs from the lunar backdrop of the Burren to the wild Atlantic seascapes. She has three collections; Ethereal, which uses Swarovski crystals and sterling silver; Torsion, which uses semi-precious stones such as agate, lapis lazuli, carnelian and either sterling silver or 14 ct rolled gold; and Zephyr a contemporary collection that uses magnets as clasps.
info@christinabrosnan.com
www.christinabrosnan.com
 
Stockists:
Rebecca Davis, Dublin, Myrtle Ivory, Dublin
 
Juvi
11 Brighton Square, Brighton Road, Foxrock, Dublin 18
T: +353 (0)1 444 5126 M: +353 (0)86 101 638
juvidesigns@hotmail.com www.juvidesigns.com
 
Julie Danz and Vincent Tynan are the creators of Juvi Designs, a jewellery label that champions affordable luxury by way of semiprecious stones set in gold plated sterling silver and sterling silver.
“Our jewellery is quite simple,” admits Julie Danz. “People are attracted to its tactility and weight. Our clasps offer insiders a strong signature.”
“We buy really high quality stones. They speak for themselves. The stones are sourced from all over the world but the jewellery is made in our Foxrock studio in Dublin.
Stones have always influenced our designs but we have become more fashion focused. Each design is created by hand with a maximum of 30 pieces of any one design made.”
Juvi received a commendation for Best Accessories Designer at Dublin Fashion Week in 2006 which led them to having a concession stand in Brown Thomas, Dublin. The brand began as a gallery product but has moved its craft-based creations into mainstream fashion with the launch of their own concession in House of Fraser in Dundrum in October 2008. There, their faceted stones are an ongoing bestseller.
 
Stockists
Kilkenny Shop, The Cat and The Moon, Sligo, The National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin
The White Door, Louth, House of
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