For Immediate release:  Thursday, Dec 2nd 2010
New generation of Irish craftspeople in “Future Makers” Exhibition at The Hunt Museum
AN EXHIBITION showcasing the work of Ireland’s up and coming craftspeople opened today (Thursday Dec 2nd) in The Hunt Museum in Limerick.

The Future Makers exhibition features the work of 12 craftspeople selected from the 23 recipients of the Crafts Council of Ireland’s Future Makers Awards and Grants 2010.

The exhibition is curated by Angela O’ Kelly and represents a wide range of disciplines including furniture, jewellery, textiles, ceramics, glass and metals.  Hosted by The Hunt Museum and supported by the Crafts Council of Ireland, it will run until January 5th 2011.

The exhibitor’s include leather worker Úna Burke, a graduate of Limerick School of Art and Design at LIT whose work has appeared at Fashion Week in London, Paris and Milan  in 2010; Gearóid Muldowney who launched a new range of products at the celebrated annual Stockholm Furniture Fair in Stockholm this year; and Niamh Mulligan who is currently training on the Crafts Council of Ireland’s Jewellery & Goldsmithing Skills & Design Course.  

The Crafts Council of Ireland’s Future Maker Awards and Grants provide critical support to students and recent graduates of full-time craft based studies to learn, experience, investigate, develop, create and shape the future of Irish craft. 
The Awards – which include The Irish Arts Review / Crafts Council of Ireland Emerging Maker Award - have a value of over €30,000.
At the opening of the Future Makers exhibition today the Crafts Council of Ireland announced details of Future Makers Awards and Grants 2011. Closing date is March 4th 2011 and full details are available on the website www.futuremakers.ie.  A high level of applications is anticipated as awareness of Future Makers grows.  Over 100 applications were received in 2010 and the website currently has over 500 followers. 
Louise Allen, Education and Innovation Manager at the Crafts Council of Ireland said today that for craft students and graduates who are considering a career in craft, moving from a third level college or training course into the world of business is a daunting step and it is at this crucial point that support in the form of advice, funding and profiling is vital. 

“The Future Makers Awards and Grants are continually evolving to provide targeted supports that recognise innovation and craftsmanship amongst talented Irish makers.  They are a vital component of a broad range of supports offered by the Crafts Council of Ireland to promote craft as an exciting, sustainable and lucrative career choice.”, she added.
Numerous events are taking place to coincide with the opening of the exhibition, including:

· A ‘Crafting Your Future’ Seminar, in partnership with Limerick School of Art and Design, which takes place at LSAD, Georges Quay Campus, at 10 a.m. on Friday December 3rd with Clive Fiddis, Senior Lecturer of Ceramics at the University of Ulster, as keynote speaker.
· A series of Artists Talks at 1 p.m. at The Hunt Museum over the next three Fridays starting with glass artist, Sarah McEvoy, on Dec 3rd,  Metalworker Eoghain O’Brien on Dec 10th and furniture designer Gearóid Muldowney on Dec 17th.

· Families & Children at The Hunt Museum Dec 12th, 2.30 – 4.30 p.m. with kids arts and craft workshops

· Exhibition tours at The Hunt Museum available daily on request

For further information on “Crafting Your Future” and the Education & Outreach events visit www.futuremakers.ie or contact:
Leslie Ryan, Crafts Council of Ireland, 056 7796151/leslie@ccoi.ie

or
Dominique Bouchard, Hunt Museum, Rutland Street, Limerick

061-312833, dominique@huntmuseum.com
About Future Makers

Future Makers was launched by the Crafts Council of Ireland in 2009 to support the development of the next generation of craft students and recent graduates. The awards and grants, which have a value of over €30,000,  support recent graduates and students currently studying or practicing craft and represent the Crafts Council of Ireland’s commitment to supporting those who wish to pursue craft as a career. 
In January 2010 a dedicated website www.futuremakers.ie was launched to promote and provide easy access information about the grants and awards as well as on going information about upcoming opportunities such as seminars, conferences, master-classes, residencies, other funding opportunities and exhibitions. The site is linked to Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and blip.tv, providing multiple platforms for the Crafts Council of Ireland to communicate with craftspeople nationally and internationally.
Future Maker exhibitors at The Hunt Museum:

1. Sinead Glynn, Ceramicist
A graduate of the National College of Art and Design in 2009, Sinead explores the microscopic world and the cellular structure of DNA and molecules through her work.  She uses the medium of slip casting and Raku firings, allowing her to create a surface finish as unique as a finger print.

Since graduating Sinead has taken part in 12 group shows and has received three Ceramics Ireland Awards; for Best Innovative Ceramics, The Peter Brennan Annual Pioneering Award and the Gallery Zozimus Award. She also took part in the ICMEA Emerging Ceramic Artist competition 2010 in Fuping, China and the Ceramics Ireland International Festival in September.

2. Eoghan O’ Brien, Metal Artist
Born in Tanzania and raised in New York and Ireland, Eoghan graduated with a 1st class B(Des) honours in Craft Design in National College of Art & Design in 2010.

He says perfection in his craft is the driving force in his work and the more challenging the task the more satisfying the outcome.  His is inspired by his African heritage and uses simple African tools such as water pails, wheel barrows and rope for pieces.

Commissions to date include three Irish open golf trophies, a Kerry Film Festival Trophy and he has taken part in the New Designers Exhibition 2010 in London and the National College and Design Degree Show 2010 in Dublin. Eoghan was a finalist in the RDS National Crafts competition 2010, a winner of the Future Makers 2010 materials grant and a winner of Irish Assay Office Student of the Year award 2008

3. John Lambe, Woodwork and Metalsmith
Johns work is based on the traditional processes of woodworking and metal smithing. Having learned these craft disciplines separately, he aims to combine the two mediums with as high a level of technicality as possible. 
Johns craft education began with two years at the Furniture College in Letterfrack from 2002-2004. He graduated from the National College of Art and Design last year with a first class honours degree. He received a Future Makers award and an award from the RDS at the national crafts competition. 
He is currently taking part in a twelve month contract with Ballymun Rediscovery centre in conjunction with the National College of Art and Design establishing a Re-craft programme using waste and salvaged materials.

4. Sabrina Meyns, Jewellery Designer and Papermaker
Sabrina creates delicate and intricate jewellery and sculptural pieces using handmade paper and precious metals, combining them in innovative ways.

Drawing her inspiration from the garden, she focuses particularly on the late summer and autumn periods. Sabrina is especially fascinated by the delicate qualities of seedpods.

Based in the Workhouse Studios in Co. Waterford, a craft collective she co-founded, she graduated from NCAD with a first class degree in Craft Design in 2008. Sabrina has widely exhibited her award winning jewellery, including exhibitions in Australia, Belgium and the UK. This year Sabrina was chosen as the youngest member of the Irish Craft Portfolio.

5. Niamh Mulligan, Jeweller
Niamh’s work is inspired by meticulous structures in nature in particular those evident in exotic plants and flowers. Her work includes wall-pieces, vessels and jewellery.
Each piece incorporates a core structure created by the careful manipulation of flat sheet which has been overlaid with multiple coloured single units. The effect is to present work that is animated on and off the body.

Niamh studied metal design at the National College of Art and Design in Dublin graduating in  2008. Since then she has exhibited her work at many exhibitions including The Breaking Out exhibition at the National Craft Gallery in Kilkenny in 2008, The RDS National Craft Competition exhibition 2008, 2009 and 2010. She has won numerous competitions for her work including 1st prize gold, silver and alternative materials, precious metals category at the RDS National Crafts Competition 2008. She also won 1st Prize Company of Goldsmiths of Dublin Award. Most recently she received the Future Makers Student Award in 2010. Niamh is currently on the Crafts Council of Ireland Jewellery Goldsmithing skills course in Kilkenny and is due  to graduate from there in July 2011.

6. Andrew Ryan, Ceramicist
Andrew’s work explores consequences of actions with themes of temptation, greed, pretence, dishonesty and lies underscoring his works. Sources are derived from varying forms of justice and punishment through the ages. 

Andrew graduated from NCAD in 1995 having studied craft design specialising in ceramics. He has worked as a gilder, taught ceramics, and since 2000 has worked as project coordinator with a design company. He joined the Callan based artists’ group Endangered Studios in 2008.

His work has featured in the 2010 Sculpture in Context exhibition at the Botanic Gardens in Dublin and in the 2010 Kilkenny Arts Festival Endangered Studios Group Exhibition.

Awards include a 2010 Artlinks Bursary, a 2010 Crafts Council Bursary, and a Distinction in the  2009 Kilkenny Arts Festival, Endangered Studios Group Exhibition, Bridge Street, Callan

7. Úna Burke, Leatherwork 
Úna uses traditional leatherworking skills to create leather objects which are both visually captivating and technically challenging. They are pieces of wearable art which are indefinable as particular garments, preventing them from being placed into the conventional categories of the fashion industry. She tries to encourage a new and more modern appreciation for leather craftsmanship and present the possibilities achievable through the use of this material in both the areas of art and of functional design.
Born and brought up in Knockvicar in County Roscommon, Úna studied Fashion Design at Limerick School of Art and Design, worked for four years in fashion companies in both Ireland the UK before doing an MA in Fashion Artefact in London College of Fashion. 
Her work is very sculptural in both concept and in form and has been exhibited as part of several exhibitions including Future Map 2009 in London; Future Makers 2009; Generation 2010 in the National Crafts Gallery in Kilkenny;  Sand People in 2009 in Vienna and Art meets Fashion 2009 as part of Art Fair 21 in Cologne.
Her work has also gained recognition on a fashion platform with fans such as Lady Gaga, Christina Aguilera, Ozzy Osborne and Daphne Guinness. It has also appeared in international magazines Vogue Italia, V Magazine, Dazed and Confused, i-D, and has been photographed by legends David Bailey, Richard Burbridge and Davis Sims among others
8. Jill Phillips, Designer of Bespoke Furniture, Textiles and Interiors
Jill’s pieces encourage the observer to construct their own visual experience. Drawing on aspects of cognitive science, the pieces stimulate engagement to allow new forms to emerge.

An award-winning multi-disciplinary designer of bespoke furniture, textiles and interiors, her skills and interests also lead her into other unusual projects where creativity and vision is required.

Jill studied industrial design-textiles at the Scottish College of Textiles with further experience at Central St Martins, London. Working within industry for 8 years Jill designed for the interior and apparel markets within linen design and manufacture travelling worldwide.

9. Naoimi Fry, Glass Artist
Naomi is an Irish Glass artist based in Dublin. She graduated with a 1st Class Honours in Design from the National College of Art and Design in 2010. In 2009 she completed a student exchange placement in Southern Illinois, studying under professor Jiyong Lee.
Naomi has had the opportunity to work with various different glass artists such as Cappy Thompson, Caroline Madden and Sculptor Patrick Doherty who she assisted in Ireland 2008. Her work explores the idea of mental and physical isolation, looking beyond the exterior and into the integral layers that make us up as individuals. 

10. Sarah McEvoy, Glass Maker 
Sarah’s work explores her interest in human perception. She uses the stripe pattern and the rectangular form to represent the Gestalt Theories of Visual Perception, along with exploring other ideas relating to observation such as divine ratio, depth perception and clarity of line.

From Co Louth, Sarah recently graduated from the National College of Art and Design, Dublin. Along with the Future Maker Award for Residency and Training, her graduate work also won the RDS Graduate Prize, The Glass Society of Ireland Award and First Prize in the Glass category 2010. Her work appears in many private and public collections including the Office of Public Works, Dublin.

11. Cillian O’Súilleabhain, Furniture Designer/Maker
Cillian aims to design and make notable furniture that remains both practical and unique. He  believes in advancing the traditions of hand-tooling, in being innovative and intuitive. His designs are informed by his technical background and are concerned with balance, proportionality, repetition and rhythm.

Currently based in Borris, Co. Carlow, Cillian studied Mechanical Engineering at TCD and then did an apprenticeship  as a cabinet-maker. He spent a further year with Stephen O’Briain Furniture where he was introduced to the processes of modern furniture design. Cillian works mainly to commission and was a finalist in the RDS Crafts Competition 2010.

12. Gearóid Muldowney, Furniture Designer
Gearóid Muldowney established has an independent design studio Superfolk in 2008. The studio’s heart is in the craft of production, be that hand made or industrial. 

The studio is focused on working with locally sourced Irish materials and strives for innovation in its approach to natural resources such as wool, wood and leather.

