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For Immediate release: December 1st, 2010
“Imagined, Designed, Made in Ireland” gifts unwrapped at 
National Crafts & Design Fair 

MORE THAN 120 craft makers from all over Ireland are taking part in this year’s National Crafts & Design Fair which opened at the RDS today, (Dec 1st).
Visitors to the Fair will have the opportunity to see and buy authentic, contemporary gifts 
from the hands of Irish artisans registered with the Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI).
The makers include a number from the Creative Island “Imagined, Designed, Made in Ireland” collection.

Head of Market Development at the Crafts Council of Ireland, Brian McGee, said the National Crafts & Design Fair will give people a great opportunity to see at first hand the work of talented artisans who create unique products with great artistry and imagination.

He said products Imagined, Designed, Made in Ireland offer people who are looking for a special gift to give for Christmas something with real meaning that will last.

CCoI registered makers exhibiting at the Fair can be identified by the “Imagined, Designed, Made in Ireland” point of sale material and the Crafts Council of Ireland logo on their stand signage. Visitors to the Fair can also be directed to Irish makers by visiting the Crafts Council of Ireland information stand in the Main Hall. 
Mr McGee urged people this year above other years to devote a portion of their Christmas gift spend on Irish craft.  “The great thing is you don’t have to spend a fortune to buy a piece of Irish craft. A wonderful range of products is available….from little pick-up items at €10 euro, to more special gifts of €50, €100 or more. The choice is endless.”
McGee also encouraged consumers to visit the giveirishcraft.com website for gift ideas and a list of the shops that sell craft “Imagined, Designed, Made in Ireland”.

This year 54 Irish retail shops and more than 300 Irish designers and craft makers are taking part in the CCoI Christmas retail campaign.

For further information contact: 

Miriam Donohoe on 087–2393914 or email: miriam@mdmedia.ie
or
  
Susan Brindley, Crafts Council of Ireland on 087–8595013 or email susan@ccoi.ie 
ABOUT THE CRAFTS COUNCIL OF IRELAND:  
The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI), which is headquartered in Kilkenny, is the main champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation and competitiveness. CCoI's activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Innovation via Enterprise Ireland. CCoI currently has over 60 member organisations and over 2,000 registered clients.   
  
The main craft categories in Ireland are textile making and clothing, pottery and ceramics, jewellery, glass and woodworking and furniture. Irish craft businesses are characteristically small in scale and are geographically widespread, but taken nationally the industry is a significant employer, while also providing viable, sustainable enterprises in all areas, including those isolated rural communities ignored as unsuitable by other manufacturing sectors.  

CCoI has  designated 2011 Year of Craft to celebrate the 40th anniversary of CCoI and a year-long programme of activities and events is being planned.  
 
