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For Immediate Release:  Monday August 16th, 2010

CRAFT-RELATED CAREERS A REAL OPTION FOR SCHOOL LEAVERS SAYS CRAFTS COUNCIL OF IRELAND

Consider crafting your future in textiles, glass, wood, metal or clay

With points for most college courses set to increase this year because of a surge in demand for third-level places, the Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) is reminding Leaving Cert students of the many craft-related career options available to them.

The 60,000 plus students who get their Leaving Certificate results on Wednesday are facing a significant increase in points for virtually all college courses. A tighter jobs market has driven up competition for places, with final CAO figures showing a 4 per cent increase in applications for level 8 or higher degree courses.

However the Crafts Council of Ireland says it is important for students to remember that with all the emphasis on points, there are numerous educational paths to a creative career.

According to CCoI Chief Executive, Úna Parsons, there is a wide range of careers available in the craft industry. Students could consider a future working with materials such as:

Metal – to become a jeweller, silversmith, goldsmith, blacksmith or farrier with 3rd level courses and apprenticeships of three to four years on offer

Wood – to do woodturning, furniture design and furniture making, or basket making with apprenticeships of three to four years
Clay - to train as a ceramicist, potter, ceramic artist or designer with 3rd level courses of three to four years
Glass – to train as a glassmaker or glass artist with courses ranging from one year up to four years for specialist degree programmes
Textiles – to become a textile artist/designer or a fashion designer with 3rd level courses or apprenticeships of three to four years.

There are three primary providers of craft education outside of higher education institutions - FÁS, City & Guilds and the Crafts Council of Ireland itself.

“These three organisations provide a broad range of craft related courses that typically are skills and practice based and have played an important role in preserving the skills involved in many craft disciplines,” said Ms Parsons.  “Many of the courses available are based on the apprenticeship model of training and produce graduates that are highly employable.”

The options through these providers are:
· FÁS which provides apprenticeships in a number of areas where skills relevant to crafts can be developed such as carpentry and joinery.  It also offers, with partners, an apprenticeship in farriery which helps preserve a traditional craft skill and traineeships in jewellery-making and thatching.

· City & Guilds which offer a wide range of design and craft courses in the UK, some of which are available in Ireland. 
· The Crafts Council of Ireland itself which offers two-year courses in Jewellery & Goldsmithing Skills & Design and Ceramics Skills & Design. Both courses run for 44 weeks per year.

There are also a number of third level institutions involved in providing craft related courses at NFQ (National Qualification Framework) levels 6 to 8. Third level institutions that provide craft-related degree courses include:

· Cork Institute of Technology, (CIT) Crawford College of Art & Design

· Galway and Mayo Institute of Technology, (GMIT) Galway and Letterfrack

· Limerick Institute of Technology, (LIT) Limerick School of Art and    Design

· The National College of Art and Design (NCAD) in Dublin

· The University of Ulster
Craft related Post Leaving Cert courses are also provided in vocational schools and colleges around Ireland such as Muine Bheag (Bagenalstown) Vocational School in Co Carlow which provides a course in glass while Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa in Cork has a course in textiles.

A full list of course providers across all craft disciplines is available in the CCoI report  “Creative Pathways – A Review of Craft & Education Training in Ireland”  published in July 2009 and available on the CCoI website at www.ccoi.ie 

ABOUT THE CRAFTS COUNCIL OF IRELAND:  

The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI), which is headquartered in Kilkenny, is the main champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation and competitiveness. CCoI's activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Innovation via Enterprise Ireland. CCoI currently has over 60 member organisations and over 2,000 registered clients.   

The main craft categories in Ireland are textile making and clothing, pottery and ceramics, jewellery, glass and woodworking and furniture. Irish craft businesses are characteristically small in scale and are geographically widespread, but taken nationally the industry is a significant employer, while also providing viable, sustainable enterprises in all areas, including those isolated rural communities ignored as unsuitable by other manufacturing sectors.  

The Crafts Council of Ireland has designated 2011 as Year of Craft to celebrate the organisation’s 40th anniversary and a year-long programme of activities and events are being planned.  

For further information contact: 

Miriam Donohoe, MD Media, on 087–2393914/056–7783517 or email: miriamdonohoe@gmail.com  

and   

Susan Brindley, Crafts Council of Ireland on 087–8595013 or email susan@ccoi.ie 

