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CRAFTS COUNCIL OF IRELAND WELCOMES THE LAUNCH OF CORK CRAFT MONTH AND ANNOUNCES NEW EXHIBITION FUNDING  
· CCoI supports the first major program of applied arts and craft events for Co. Cork
The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) today welcomed the launch of the first ever Cork Craft Month, saying it hoped it will be replicated by other counties during August next year.  

Cork Craft Month, which is organised by Cork Art & Design (CAD) and supported by Cork County Council, Cork County & City Enterprise Boards and the Crafts Council of Ireland, is the first major program of applied arts and craft events for Co. Cork, bringing together ceramicists, jewellers, textile-workers, furniture-makers, wood turners, paper and felt makers, sculptors and many more. 

Speaking at the launch of the event in Kinsale, Crafts Council of Ireland Chairman, Laura Magahy, said Cork Craft Month, similar in format to the highly successful Craft Northern Ireland’s August Craft Month, is a great initiative which can be extended around the country and has huge potential to boost local economies and to create public awareness of the wealth of craft that Ireland has to offer.

Ms Magahy said the Crafts Council of Ireland has designated 2011 as Year of Craft, with a packed events programme taking place throughout the island of Ireland. The initiative will be an opportunity to promote the craft profession as exciting and commercially viable, and to create a sense of excitement around craft in Ireland. The focus will be on exciting, interactive events to enthuse young people and their families about crafts.

Ms Magahy said that the crafts industry has a role to play in contributing to sustainable economic renewal and that this can be achieved through the delivery of the 2011 Year of Craft programme.  CCoI is seeking input and ideas from craftspeople and the general public for events and activities to happen during 2011 Year of Craft.  Ideas should be forwarded to info@2011yearofcraft.ie.

Ms Magahy also announced at the Cork Craft Month launch the establishment of a new Crafts Council of Ireland Exhibition Fund to assist the development of high-quality, independent exhibitions run by curators, individuals, organisations or groups including CCoI Guilds, Associations, Networks & Societies (GANS).  The purpose of this new fund which is in excess of €75,000 is: 

· To stimulate and reward the development of professional exhibition skills in makers and curators of craft.

· To develop commercial opportunities for Irish makers.

· To facilitate relationships with international galleries and collectors.

· To increase awareness of craft through education & outreach activities and

· To enhance the reputation of Irish craft in Ireland and abroad.

Details of the fund are available from the Crafts Council of Ireland website at www.ccoi.ie
Cork Craft Month comprises a range of exhibitions, hands on events and workshops with over 200 craft makers and teachers in Cork represented.

The wide ranging programme of events includes: 

· a craft trail involving 28 artist’s studios across Cork County

· 47 individual crafts events across the county including demonstrations, fairs and workshops

· Key exhibitions at Blarney Castle, Ballymaloe House, Cork City Gaol and The Granary, Kinsale

· Displays and exhibitions in 15 key craft retailers  

Cork Art & Design is an umbrella organisation which aims to represent all in the craft sector in County Cork, individual artists / craftspeople as well as groups, networks and guilds.  According to CAD, Cork Craft month will expose Cork craftwork to the consumer for potential sales.  It will promote local craftspeople and also showcase County Cork as a centre for quality Irish crafts in the minds of domestic consumers and international visitors. 

For full details of events go to www.corkartdesign.com 

Contact Méabh Ring, Project Manager, Cork Craft Month on 087 6711147 

ABOUT THE CRAFTS COUNCIL OF IRELAND:  
  
The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI), which is headquartered in Kilkenny, is the main champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation and competitiveness. CCoI's activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Innovation via Enterprise Ireland. CCoI currently has over 60 member organisations and over 2,000 registered clients.   
  
The main craft categories in Ireland are textile making and clothing, pottery and ceramics, jewellery, glass and woodworking and furniture. Irish craft businesses are characteristically small in scale and are geographically widespread, but taken nationally the industry is a significant employer, while also providing viable, sustainable enterprises in all areas, including those isolated rural communities ignored as unsuitable by other manufacturing sectors.  

2011 has been designated Year of Craft to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the CCoI and a year-long programme of activities and events are being planned.  
 

For further information from the CCoI contact: 

 
Miriam Donohoe, MD Media, on 087–2393914/056–7783517 or email: miriamdonohoe@gmail.com  
  
and   
  
Susan Brindley, Crafts Council of Ireland on 087–8595013 or email susan@ccoi.ie 
