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CRAFTS COUNCIL OF IRELAND CONGRATULATES 

RDS NATIONAL CRAFTS COMPETITION WINNERS

· Competition highlights the diversity of the sector, with entries from both craft enthusiasts and professionals
The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) has congratulated the winners in this year’s RDS National Crafts Competition which were announced today (Friday July 30th). 

The competition – with a prize fund in excess of €28,000 – promotes craft in Ireland and aims to encourage the highest standards of design and technique in both traditional and contemporary craft disciplines. 

Crafts Council of Ireland Chief Executive, Úna Parsons, said the RDS National Crafts Competition encourages innovation and excellence in craft.  Recent research conducted on behalf of CCoI estimates that craft is worth almost half a billion euro to the Irish economy, and that the sector employs over 5,700 people.  

“There is significant potential for growth in the sector and to increase the numbers of people employed.  Initiatives such as the RDS National Crafts Competition are invaluable in promoting the wealth of creative talent amongst craft makers of all levels.”

She said the current economic downturn had led to a renewed enterprise culture in Ireland with people starting their own small businesses all over the country. “There are great possibilities for people interested in making craft to establish their own enterprise and become part of this vibrant sector” she said.

The competition has been running for over 40 years with the Crafts Council of Ireland associated as a key partner for the last three years. Award categories in the RDS National Crafts Competition reflect traditional craft skills such as lace-making, iron and metal working and embroidery, but it also reflects contemporary craft practice and innovation, said Ms Parsons.

The Competition started in 1968 and previous winners include the internationally recognised basket maker Joe Hogan, silversmith Kevin O’Dwyer and calligrapher Denis Brown. 

Winners this year include:

·  Two jewellers who graduated in 2009 from CCoI’s Jewellery & Goldsmithing Skills & Design Course: Cathal Barber who won first prize in the Gold, Silver and Alternative Materials Precious Metals category and Loretta Haughey who won second prize in the Company of Goldsmiths of Dublin Award.  

·  First prize winner in the Leatherwork category Úna Burke, who earlier this year won the Irish Arts Review/Crafts Council of Ireland Emerging Maker Award.

·  First prize winner in the Contemporary Ceramics category Nuala O’Donovan, who won the Irish Arts Review/Crafts Council of Ireland Emerging Maker Award in 2008 and has achieved international acclaim, selling out of her work when she exhibited with the National Craft Gallery at COLLECT in London earlier this year. 

Once again CCoI sponsored a special award, the Crafts Council of Ireland Purchase Award, valued at €5,000. This was shared between Stephen O’Briain from Borris in Co. Carlow, who won the Furniture category for his entry of a walnut chair and John Lambe from Blessington in Co. Wicklow who won for his entry of a pair of ladles in the Gold, Silver and Alternative Materials category. Their entries which have been purchased by CCoI will be on display at CCoI headquarters in Castle Yard in Kilkenny.

According to Úna Parsons the competition is unique in that it is open to craft makers of all ages, professionals and established craftmakers, students and enthusiasts. “There is no other competition like this anywhere else in the world.”

The winning and commended entries will be showcased at the RDS National Crafts Competition & Student Art Awards Exhibition during the Dublin Horse Show (August 4th – 8th) and for a further four days after the Horse Show ends. The exhibition will also travel to regional venues throughout the country.

2011 has been designated Year of Craft by CCoI to celebrate its 40th anniversary. A host of activities are planned throughout Ireland next year in what will be a celebration of the vibrancy of the sector and its great significance to the Irish economy.  CCoI recently launched its strategic plan for 2010 – 2012, and two of the four themes in that plan tie in with the RDS National Crafts Competition – building the next generation of makers and raising awareness of Irish craft.

ABOUT THE CRAFTS COUNCIL OF IRELAND:

The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI), which is headquartered in Kilkenny, is the main champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation and competitiveness. CCoI's activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Innovation via Enterprise Ireland. CCoI currently has over 60 member organisations and over 2,000 registered clients. 

The main craft categories in Ireland are textile making and clothing, pottery and ceramics, jewellery, glass and woodworking and furniture. Irish craft businesses are characteristically small in scale and are geographically widespread, but taken nationally the industry is a significant employer, while also providing viable, sustainable enterprises in all areas, including those isolated rural communities ignored as unsuitable by other manufacturing sectors. 


2011 has been designated Year of Craft to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the CCoI and a year-long programme of activities and events are being planned.

Note: A full list of RDS National Craft Competition winners will be circulated by the RDS today. Or contact the RDS Arts Development Executive, Sarah Ross, on (01) 240 7255. www.rds.ie/crafts

For further information from the CCoI contact:


Miriam Donohoe, MD Media, on 087–2393914/056–7783517 or email: miriamdonohoe@gmail.com

and 

Susan Brindley, Crafts Council of Ireland on 087–8595013 or email susan@ccoi.ie

