Ecology, Mythology, Technology
Challenging existing notions about Ireland and examining the possibilities we face over the next decade. Innovative work for tomorrow's interior by Irish Designer Makers.
 

Venue:           National Craft Gallery, Castle Yard, Kilkenny
Dates:           13 October – 28 January 2008  
Hours:           Apr-Dec Mon to Sat 10am–6pm, Sun 11am-6pm     
                      Jan-Mar Mon to Sat 10am-6pm           
Contact:        ncgpress@ccoi.ie


In creating this innovative showcase, curator Brian Kennedy has chosen an exhibition concept of Ecology, Mythology and Technology. Marrying these concepts with the pioneers of Irish design, he presents us with  the possibilities and challenges that face us over the next decade.


Ecology will feature furniture design with sustainability at its heart. Designers have addressed issues of recycling while working with sustainable and native materials. 

Mythology evaluates traditional and vernacular design as opportunities for innovation rather than nostalgia. Here, the artists have drawn from our history without aping it. 

And Technology tackles the changing face of urban Ireland. Inspired by the current debate on higher densities and taller buildings, designers have come up with innovative solutions for apartment living. The architectural brief for each of the themes was prepared by three leading Irish architectural practices

(see below).

EMT is a wonderful opportunity for these exceptional Irish craftspeople. Given the freedom to turn away from the demands of the market place and be inspired by their own philosophies, desires and dreams, they have created an exciting vision of the future. 

EMT runs from October 13 to January 28, 2008. The National Craft Gallery is open Monday to Saturday from 10am to 6pm and Sundays 11am to 6pm (Oct-Dec only) .  Admission is free. For further information contact Helen Carroll. Tel: 086-8057220 E mail: ncgpress@ccoi.ie. 

FULL LIST OF DESIGER/MAKERS FOLLOWS

ECOLOGY, MYTHOLOGY, TECHNOLOGY

PARTICIPATING DESIGN/MAKERS

John Lee

Sasha Sykes

Annabel & Neil McCarthy

Sean Campbell

Eric Connor

Tom O’Rahilly

Mel Bradley

Rachel McKnight

Edward Cook

Liam Flynn

Alison Ospina

Joseph Walsh

YAFFE MAYS Furniture

Glenn Lucas

Angela O’Kelly

Beth Moran

Patricia Murphy

Anne Harrington-Rees

Tara Carrigy

Liz Nilsson

Anita Elliot

Information on Architectural Practices follows

The architectural brief for the Ecology theme was prepared by Solearth Architecture who are currently completing an ecological apartment building in city centre Dublin. Ecology is at the centre of Solearth’s philosophy and is explored through contemporary technology and design.The Daintree apartment scheme is Ireland’s most eco-friendly residential scheme to-date and is scheduled for completion by autumn 2005. The practice is also involved in other housing schemes and projects where ecology is at the heart of the design. 



Mythology
Leitrim-based architect Dominic Stevens was responsible for the architectural brief for the Mythology theme. The brief was based on Steven’s philosophy and research into the Irish landscape. He is the current recipient of the Arts Council’s Kevin Kiernan Award. Four of his residential projects in County Leitrim – the ‘Inbetween House’; the ‘Mimetic House’ for artist Grace Weir; the ‘Hedgerow House’; and Stevens’ own house – will provide the architectural context.



Technology
A key issue in Irish society is currently the debate over higher densities and tall buildings. The residential Landmark Tower by Burdon Craig Dunne Henry Architects  provided the architectural brief for the Technology section. The landmark tower in the Dublin Docklands – winner of an international design competition – is proposed as a twisting tower block with a double-skin surface.

Ecology 

ENDS

