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Irish Craft in Bloom!

Wealth of craft experiences at Bloom reflects new national mood
(Wednesday 13th May, 2009) – The increasing move by Irish consumers towards the comfort of craft making and a new wave of respect for the talent of craftmakers and the provenance of Irish crafted design was reflected in the rich craft programme announced today by the Crafts Council of Ireland to feature at this year’s Bloom festival over the June Bank Holiday weekend. 

Daily craft demonstrations, a dedicated craft retail area, a children’s craft programme and an exhibition of large-scale sculptural craft are amongst the various craft experiences that more than 60 of Ireland’s most talented craft makers will bring to this year’s event, reflecting the new-found interest around the country in the art of craft and working with one’s hands.  

As a sign of the resurgence of interest in craftmaking and the restorative power of productive activity, the Irish Craft Guilds will host daily craft demonstrations in various disciplines such as felt-making, basket-making, woodturning, ceramics and calligraphy. Younger visitors to Bloom won’t miss out on the opportunity to unleash their creativity either with daily interactive children’s craft classes planned for the ‘Engage’ area at Bloom. Run as part of the Crafts Council of Ireland’s Education Programme, outdoor workshops are scheduled to take place over three days. They include: paper making with Tunde Toth, candle-making with Steph Atkins; basket making with Ronan Russell; 3D crochet with Liadain Butler and the creation of fun stitched pieces with Lynn Kenny in addition to mixed media wire and pottery skills classes. 

The Craft Council of Ireland’s selected retail area within the Grand Pavilion offers visitors the opportunity to shop and browse through a superb selection of crafted design products from more than 30 different makers and many disciplines including glassmaking, woodturning, ceramics, jewellery, candle-making and more. Exhibitors include: Moth to a Flame candles; ceramics from Colm de Ris, Busy Bee Designs and Castle Arch Pottery; jewellery makers Ciara Lennon, Rebecca Khan and Laragh McMonagle; glassware from Kerry Crafted Glass; fashion and interiors by Edmund McNulty and a group stand from Leitrim Design House.

The superb work of master craftspeople will be reflected in a series of unique large-scale sculptural pieces by seven selected designer-makers on exhibit at Bloom in a demonstration of how contemporary Irish craft can bring innovative beauty into a garden setting. Visitors can view up close: a stylish and contemporary take on the garden swing by award-winning craft maker Garvan de Bruir; elegant ceramic bird tables by Gus Mabelson; a selection of large wood-turned pieces by Liam O’Neill; Louis Mulcahy’s dramatic oversized urns and flower-inspired works by ceramicists Adele Stanley and Michelle Maher and by glass artist Catherine Keenan. All of the sculptural pieces will be on display at the front entrance to the walled garden at Bloom.  

Visitors interested in exhibitions, events, craft courses and craft education can visit the Crafts Council of Ireland information stand in the Grand Pavilion where they can also  view ‘Stories in the Making’, a series of short movies on 16 different craft makers. 
“Similar to the renewal of interest in ‘grow your own’ and vegetable cultivation which is reflected in Bloom this year, there is a huge interest once again in the provenance of craft and we have received many enquiries already about our planned craft demonstrations at Bloom. After a decade of conspicuous consumption, people have re-evaluated their purchasing habits and there is a new-found appreciation for items that are hand-made and unique which can be found amongst the 60 craft makers who are participating in Bloom”, said Úna Parsons, CEO, Crafts Council of Ireland. 
For further information, visit www.bloominthepark.com
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About the Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI)

The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) is the national design and economic development organisation for the €122 million crafts industry in Ireland. CCoI is responsible for fostering the growth and commercial strength of the crafts industry in Ireland, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation and competitiveness. Based in Kilkenny, the Crafts Council of Ireland has 52 member organisations and over 1,700 registered craft enterprises. Its activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment via Enterprise Ireland.

