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Crafts Council of Ireland Hosts Evening for Kerry Craft Makers

(Wednesday 4th February, 2009) – Kerry craft makers, business people and members of Kerry Enterprise Board descended on the Listowel Arms Hotel on Monday night for a special event hosted by the Crafts Council of Ireland. 

As part of its strategy to meet with craft makers around the country, the board of the  Crafts Council of Ireland organised a special discussion and networking event to meet with craft makers throughout Kerry and discuss pertinent issues relating to craft and the craft industry. This is the first time the craft body held an event for Kerry craft makers and the initiative was well attended. 

Úna Parsons, CEO, Crafts Council of Ireland was present to greet the attendees that included: Thomas Hayes, CEO, Kerry Enterprise Board; Terence & Helen McSweeney from Kerry Crafted Glass, Killcumminm, Killarney; Maura Mangan, Ogham Ceramics, Knocknagoshel; Killarney-based jewellery maker Lisa O’Connor of Lisa Dora; ceramicist Colleen Bowler from Castlegregory; Veronique Vie of Decoglase in Annascaul and Mary Jane Verniere from Glen Forge, Cloghane, Tralee. 

A short presentation on the work of the craft council and its future plans to further assist craft makers and grow the €122 craft sector was followed by a general discussion on craft in the Kerry area. Kerry craft makers and micro enterprises were made aware of the training and development available to them via the Crafts Council of Ireland to improve capabilities and competencies in a competitive retail environment. 

Speaking at the event, Úna Parsons commented, “Cultural tourism has been growing at a rate of 15% per annum which is three times the rate of all other forms of tourism. Kerry craft can be at the centre of and benefit from this growth which is worth €5.1billion per annum.” 
For further information on the Crafts Council, visit www.ccoi.ie
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About the Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI)

The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) is the national design and economic development organisation for the €122 million crafts industry in Ireland. CCoI is responsible for fostering the growth and commercial strength of the crafts industry in Ireland, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation and competitiveness. Based in Kilkenny, the Crafts Council of Ireland has 52 member organisations and 1,630 registered craft enterprises. Its activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment via Enterprise Ireland.

