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Lights, Camera, Action!
Crafts Council of Ireland Initiative Puts Craft Makers in the Picture

An innovative initiative has been launched by the Kilkenny-based Crafts Council of Ireland which puts craft makers around the country star firmly in the picture as the stars of their own ‘mini movies’.

Stories in the Making is a series of 15 different film shorts organised by the Crafts Council of Ireland. Each film short profiles a different craft maker who talks about their sources of inspiration, passion for craft and demonstrates the making of their beautifully crafted products in a five-minute ‘movie’ aimed at bringing about a greater understanding of and insight into the talent and expertise of today’s Irish craft makers and crafted design. 

Stories in the Making documents a new generation of craft makers whose work was last formally captured on film in the highly-popular Hands series of the 1970s. As a sign of the times, Stories in the Making is available to view and download on the Showcase Ireland (www.showcaseireland.com) and Crafts Council of Ireland websites (www.ccoi.ie) as well as via the hugely popular You Tube. In addition to the artistic and socially historic importance of the initiative, it is intended that Stories in the Making will be shown in craft retail outlets to educate retailers and consumers alike on the provenance and bespoke elements of Irish crafted design. Participating craft makers are also expected to use Stories in the Making for self-promotion and commercial use. 

The craft makers who feature in Stories in the Making are: Glenn Lucas, Glenn Lucas Woodturning; Mark Hanvey, wood turner/furniture maker; Edward Cook of  Wayland’s Gorge (silversmith); Martina Hamilton, The Cat & the Moon (jewellery); Margaret O’Rourke, Mo Muse (jewellery); Catherine Prendergast, Inti Leather; Angela Hope, Hope & Benson (handbag designer); Ray Power, Castle Arch Pottery; knitwear fashion designer Lisa Shawgi; Liz Christy, Swallow Studios (textiles); Anne McGree, Ni Ri Design (card maker); Jamie McCarthy-Fisher, The Wild Goose Studio (Celtic design); David Van Den Bergh, Oberg Associates (candlemaker) and the students from the Crafts Council of Ireland’s jewellery and pottery skills courses. 

“ Stories in the Making captures today’s Irish craft makers and  the uniqueness of Irish crafted design on film which can be downloaded and emailed on to a new generation of  craft enthusiasts. It is our intention to further extend the Stories in the Making initiative with support from our enterprise agency partners and eventually have all of our registered craft enterprises featured on film, “commented Úna Parsons, CEO, Crafts Council of Ireland
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About the Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI)

The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) is the national design and economic development organisation for the €122 million crafts industry in Ireland. CCoI is responsible for fostering the growth and commercial strength of the crafts industry in Ireland, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation and competitiveness. Based in Kilkenny, the Crafts Council of Ireland has 52 member organisations and 1,630 registered craft enterprises. Its activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment via Enterprise Ireland.

