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Plenty of Action at First Day of Showcase Ireland

(Sunday 18th January, 2009) – There was oodles of beautiful crafted design, hundreds of craft makers, a few celebrities and even a couple of American soap stars at the first day of Showcase Ireland, the country’s premier craft, gift, fashion and interiors trade fair which opened in the RDS today. 
450 exhibitors and 6,000 buyers from around the world were joined by Dallas stars Linda Grey (Sue-Ellen) and Patrick Duffy (Bobby) who visited the Newbridge Silverware stand. As ‘Bobby Ewing’ admired the crafted design on show and chatted to exhibitors, passers-by weren’t sure if it was an apparition reminiscent of the famous shower scene in Dallas when a whole soap season turned out to be a dream! The Dallas stars were later joined by stylist and model agency proprietor Celia Holman Lee and current Rose of Tralee Aoife Kelly while, in another part of the exhibition hall, fashion designer Louise Kennedy dropped by to talk about her latest collection for Tipperary Crystal. 

Other exhibitors taking part in Showcase included:  fashion designers Lisa Shawgi,  Edmund McNulty and Unicorn Design: jewellery makers Mo Muse; Alan Ardiff, Alicia Mannix and Amoc; ceramicists Colm de Ris and Emer O’Sullivan and handbag designers Hope & Benson. Established household names present included: Louis Mulcahy; Nicholas Mosse and Belleek China.

Showcase Ireland is the most important event of the year for the €122million Irish craft sector and organisers are hoping to match the €40million sales garnered from last year’s event. The initiative is organised by Showcase Ireland Events Ltd. on behalf of the Crafts Council of Ireland and is promoted internationally by Enterprise Ireland. 
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Attendees arriving at Showcase were met by a stunning entrance lobby dominated by three meter-long chandeliers made of Velcro created by Belfast designer Rachel O’Neill. Inside, the Source Aisle  featured beautiful products by top craftspeople - including Inti Leather, Diem Contemporary Ceramics and wood turner/furniture maker Mark Hanvey - specially chosen for their quality and design by a panel of International buyers. Despite the current economic challenges, more than 120 new Emerging Makers are taking part in Showcase, which continues until Wednesday evening.  They include: Rossa Pottery, Rebeka Khan and ceramicist Elizabeth Burgess.

In keeping with the CCoI’s educational policy in its current strategic plan, a separate seminar area offered expert advice for retailers in branding, retailing, e-commerce, merchandising and trend forecasting. The Showcase Awards, to reward the event’s best new products and best craftsmanship, will be presided over by President Mary McAleese tomorrow morning.  
Speaking at the first day of Showcase, Úna Parsons, CEO, Crafts Council of Ireland said that, historically, sales of craft increase in a recession. “The cautious purchasing trends of the current recession include consumers choosing to invest carefully in well-made objects made to last and which will become family treasures”, she commented.  “I am delighted with the number of new and existing craft makers taking part in Showcase and shows that the craft sector, while facing the same challenges as other sectors, is actively involved in promoting and selling its business and targeting sales as much as ever”, she concluded. 

Further details are available on www.showcaseireland.com 
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About Showcase Ireland 

Showcase Ireland is the country’s premier craft, gift, fashion and interiors trade fair featuring quality design products from Ireland’s leading craft makers and designers. The initiative attracts up to 450 exhibitors, 6,000 buyers from around the world and generates €40million in sales orders. Showcase Ireland is organised by Showcase Ireland Events Ltd. on behalf of the Crafts Council of Ireland and is promoted internationally by Enterprise Ireland. 
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