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PRESS RELEASE

MINISTER JOINS CELEBRATION OF IRISH CRAFT IN CHICAGO 

Chicago was certainly the place to be this weekend. As the city celebrates the historic election of Barack Obama, the Irish are having a celebration of their own. Leading craftspeople from all over Ireland are making a major impact at a key international art fair in Chicago. Their stunning designs are wowing both audiences and critics alike at the 15th Annual Exposition of Sculptural Objects & Functional Art (SOFA) taking place this weekend.

Visitors thronged to the Crafts Council of Ireland’s (CCoI’s) showcase in Chicago’s Navy Pier to see some of the finest examples of contemporary Irish craft. On Sunday, the CCoI were delighted to welcome Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Mr Brendan Smith TD, who was in Chicago on Government business.

Úna Parsons, CEO of the Crafts Council of Ireland, welcomed the Minister, thanking him for his support for this important Irish venture. “America is the world’s biggest market for high-end contemporary craft,” said Parsons. “Craft sales in US are valued at $13.8 billion a year. Of this $2.7 billion is collectible fine craft and we are thrilled to see some of that money being spent on Irish work.” “This market is still a relatively new area for us but after three years attending SOFA Chicago, we are happy to see a strong appetite for Irish craft among major American collectors.”

Chicago prides itself on its strong Irish-American community. To mark this celebration of Irish craft, the Consul General of Ireland Martin Rouine also  hosted a special event for both the Crafts Council of Ireland and the visiting artists. 

Although SOFA Chicago takes place over just a three day period, its impact  on the Irish craft industry, both cultural and financial, will be felt long into the future. For more details please contact Helen Carroll t: +353.86.8057220 e: ncgpress@ccoi.ie   

The Crafts Council of Ireland’s participation in SOFA Chicago is kindly supported by Culture Ireland.

