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Press release…..press release….

Logan Mc Lain & Eily O’Connell winners of Crafts Council of Ireland Third Level Awards

Merit Awards go to Nuala Ní Fhlathúin, GMIT, Galway and to David Withers, University of Ulster.

The vibrant nature of future Irish craft was recognised at a ceremony in Kilkenny last week at the Crafts Council of Ireland 3rd Level Awards.  Award Winners were Jeweller, Eily O’Connell, National College of Art and Design (Bdes) and Textile Artist & Designer, Logan Mc Lain (MA), also of NCAD with two additional merit awards being made.

The Undergraduate Award went to Eily O’Connell for her unique cast jewellery combining stones and found objects. The award was given to assist Eily in the development of a body of work for submission to Origin in the UK.   Logan Mc Lain  won the MA award to assist in developing his new enterprise “Slogan” producing T-shirts and one-off embroidery pieces.

Of the winners, the panel commented “Eily’s work is remarkable….. her cast jewellery combining stones and found objects was fresh and exciting”.  Mc Lain’s “vision of himself and how to accomplish his aims was well formed and he displayed an innovative approach to product development and marketing” 
With a total award value of € 5,000 the competition between graduates and post-graduates at the Awards is always of the highest standard.  The judging panel comprising textile artist, Alice Kettle, ceramicist, Jack Doherty and jeweller, Gráinne Morton, therefore requested two additional “merit awards” for ceramicist, Nuala Ní Fhlathúin, GMIT, Galway and for David Withers, University of Ulster, whose modelling of animal forms was highly commended. 

The 3rd level award is a significant recognition of their skill and ambition to pursue a career. “The awards recognise the breadth of being a craftsperson and can make a real difference to that journey”, says Alice Kettle. Jack Doherty remarks “The third level awards programme provides a vital stepping stone on the path from college to a successful creative career.”

For more information on the CCoI 3rd Level Awards contact:

Louise Allen, CCoI Education & Awareness Manager   

e: louise@ccoi.ie  T: +353 (056)7796142. or visit www.ccoi.ie 
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Caroline O’ Riordan  e:caroline@ccoi.ie T: +353 (0)056 7796141
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Editors Note:  

The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) is the main champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality, design, innovation and competitiveness.  CCoI’s activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment via Enterprise Ireland. Based in Kilkenny.
