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Press release…..press release….

CEO of The Crafts Council of Ireland welcomes 
First Selected Ceramics Exhibition at the Hallward Gallery 

At a ceremony yesterday evening in The Hallward Gallery, Dublin, Úna Parsons, Chief Executive of The Crafts Council of Ireland presented two awards for Ceramics at the first selected ceramics exhibition in Ireland.  The Hallward Mill Cove Award went to Alison Kay and the Ceramics Ireland Award to Lucy Meagher.
The Ceramics at the Hallward Exhibition, recognises the quality and expertise of contemporary ceramics in Ireland.   The Winners were chosen from over 300 submissions by a distinguished panel of judges, including Etain Hickey (ceramic artist), Ana Duncan (sculptor) and John Brennan (painter).  Ceramics at the Hallward, which will run until 27 September also forms part of Culture Night taking place on 19th September in Dublin. 
In congratulating the Hallward for its recognition and support of Irish craft and ceramics, Úna Parsons, Chief Executive of The Crafts Council of Ireland said: 
“The inclusion of this Ceramics Exhibition in the Hallward’s exhibitions programme shows the exciting possibilities that Contemporary Craft and Art offer today.  Both derive from a creative expression through a physical medium involving innovation, originality, beauty and skill.  ……………I hope to see more collectors considering craft as a collectible item within their portfolios.”
For more details, please see www.ccoi.ie or contact Miriam McDonald e: Miriam@ccoi.ie; t 087 813 8500.  Images available on request
ENDS

Editors Note:  
The Hallward & Mill Cove Galleries have over 50 years combined experience in exhibiting and collecting contemporary art. The Galleries encourage and exhibit the best of Irish contemporary art and provide a platform for emerging and established artists.

The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) is the main champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality, design, innovation and competitiveness.  CCoI’s activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment via Enterprise Ireland. 
