[image: image1.jpg]@ Crafts Council of Ireland




Press release…..press release….

The Crafts Council of Ireland congratulates
“Best New Designer” - Eilis Boyle
Eilis Boyle, Registered Craftmaker with The Crafts Council of Ireland was recently awarded ‘Best New Designer' at the inaugural Dublin Fashion Week - Fashion Awards.
Born in the Caribbean from an Irish-Spanish family, Eilis was brought up around the world living in places as diverse as Bolivia and Japan. In the year 2000 she decided to settle in Ireland. With a background in design and after inheriting a 20 year old knitting machine from an aunt in Kerry she decided to take on the challenge of learning to knit. There was no turning back. It became an obession and a passion, which eventually has led to setting up her label that develops luxury knitwear garments and accessories in the finest yarn. 
Úna Parsons, Chief Executive of The Crafts Council of Ireland congratulated Eilis on the Award.  “We are delighted to see Eilis win this Award.  She exhibited at Showcase 2008 and her work was extremely well received by a number of independent buyers, including those from Japan and the US.  Contemporary Irish Craft is fast being recognized at home and internationally for its skill, design and creativity.  Its uniqueness offers consumers an opportunity to express their own individuality.  Eilis’ work achieves this and I congratulate her on the recognition that she so rightly deserves.”
For more details, please see www.ccoi.ie or contact Miriam McDonald e: Miriam@ccoi.ie; t 087 813 8500.  Images available on request
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Editors Note:
The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) is the main champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality, design, innovation and competitiveness.  CCoI’s activities are funded by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment via Enterprise Ireland. Based in Kilkenny, it employs 13 people full time and has approximately 1,600 individual members and over 60 member organizations.
