PRESS RELEASE…

CRAFTS COUNCIL OF IRELAND PAYS TRIBUTE TO DAVID SHAW 

Documentary film maker David Shaw Smith is a man familiar with accolades and awards - his many beautiful books and films have earned him critical acclaim all over the world.

His latest honour was bestowed by the Crafts Council of Ireland when he stepped down as a Board Member after an incredible 21 years. Speaking at his final board meeting, Chief Executive of the Crafts Council of Ireland, Úna Parsons, announced that the new library and archive room in the CCoI headquarters in Kilkenny would be named the David Shaw Smith Library & Archive Room.

“This is a fitting tribute to a man whose life’s work has been celebrating Ireland’s enduring culture of traditional crafts,” says Parsons. “ His landmark documentary series “Hands” and acclaimed book “Traditional Crafts of Ireland” have created an unmatched record of Irish craft. He has achieved the remarkable and made time stand still. These beautiful eulogies are of historic importance -  wonderful snapshots of traditional crafts, taken before they disappeared completely.”

“But the happy irony is that many of these traditional crafts have now come back to life. And the man who lamented their passing is hugely reponsible for their reincarnation. David’s work with the Crafts Council of Ireland has helped revive many dying crafts and his single-minded determination has helped to keep them alive.”

David and his wife of 46 years Sally were present in Dublin when his fellow board members, past and present, turned up to honour him. “We at the Crafts Council of Ireland have been very lucky to have worked with such a remarkable man for such a long time, said Parsons. “And his legacy speaks for itself, – a valuable and beautiful record of traditional Irish craft and an exciting future for our contemporary makers.” 
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