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CRAFT HITS A HIGHNOTE AT BLOOM

Irish craft made an impressive impact for its first time at Bloom 2008 – Ireland’s premier garden event organised by Bord Bia.  Over 80 craftspeople were represented at the show – and the reaction from members of the public was great.  The show started on a high – with President McAleese remarking in her opening speech how exciting it was to see craft featured so strongly throughout the show.

‘There was a real sense of excitement around the craft areas at Bloom.  The Craft in Action area – where 8 craft guilds and groups were demonstrating – caused a real stir.  Visitors flocked to see the various craft pieces being produced – and people of all ages connected with the creativity and passion involved.’ Says Úna Parsons, Chief Executive of the Crafts Council of Ireland.

All 18 stands in the Craft Shopping Area were well received with visitors taking the opportunity to meet the makers as well as buying items for themselves and as gifts.  ‘This has been a great show to exhibit at – the sheer volume of visitors and the relaxed atmosphere make it very unique.  And people seemed to be genuinely interested in finding out more about how the pieces are made.  For profile alone it has been great – and the feedback and sales were very good too.’ Said Lynn Kenny. Over 50,000 people visited the show over the 5 days.

The Craft in the Garden exhibition, which was dotted in a craft trail around key parts of the show was very well received.  Visitors could interact with the pieces – and several were purchased.  

Many of the Show Gardens featured pieces of craft – from a Liam O’Neill wooden chair to Moth to a Flame candles.  ‘It was great to see how many of the garden designers were incorporating Irish craft into their gardens – but even more exciting was the fact that so many were interested in collaborating with craftspeople for Bloom 2009.  The synergy and connection between garden design and craft is clear – and we believe that this will be a real growth area in the future.’ Says Úna Parsons. ‘So to recognise this we plan to develop an award at Bloom 2009 for the Best use of Craft.’

The Crafts Council of Ireland presented a series of awards to craftspeople at the show to recognise the dedication, quality and creativity of the makers who featured at Bloom 2008. ‘Competition for all of the awards was stiff – and there were some difficult decisions to make.’ Says Úna Parsons.  ‘But we are delighted to announce the following winners - Lynn Kenny, for Best Individual Craft Shopping Stand, Earthworks Ceramics for Best Group Shopping Stand, Annika Berglund – Best Craft in the Garden Piece (for her piece entitled ‘Budding’) and the Best Craft in Action award was given jointly to Feltmakers Ireland and Leitrim Design House.  Congratulations to all of the craftspeople involved – and indeed to all those who participated in Bloom 2008 and made it such a success.’  

To access information on craft shops, galleries and studios throughout Ireland log onto the new section of the Discover Ireland web site – www.discoverireland.ie/crafts
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