Re-discover Quality Irish Craft

Joint Press Release - for Bloom - Friday 30th May 2008

Fáilte Ireland and Crafts Council of Ireland

Fáilte Ireland, the National Tourism Development Authority, and the Crafts Council of Ireland are delighted to work together to promote quality Irish craft, at Bloom, Ireland’s premier garden show.

The new portal discoverireland.ie/crafts will be a one stop shop for consumers and visitors to Ireland, who wish to access the best of Irish craft, through quality retail outlets, open studios, craft trails and information on craftspeople, working in Ireland.
“People love Irish craft, but our research tells us they often find it hard to find…  we are going to change all that!” says Úna Parsons CEO of the Crafts Council of Ireland.  “By working together with agencies at the front line of consumer influence and information-giving, we are ensuring tourists, both national and international, take something unique home with them”.

Commenting on this exciting new initiative, Damian O'Brien, Product Management Officer - Arts & Culture, Fáilte Ireland, said " cultural tourism, of which craft is a key component, is the fastest growing form of tourism, growing at a rate 15 per cent per annum, 3 times the rate of all other forms of tourism, estimated to be worth €5.1. Billion to the Irish economy (Genesis Report on Cultural Tourism 2007). 

In 2007 overseas visitors to Ireland spent euro4billion, of which 17per cent was spent on shopping, whilst one in five visitors to Ireland, visited Irish gardens.  This is a great opportunity to 'bundle' the gardens and craft products'

Why promote this at Bloom?  Attracting 50,000 visitors in 2007, this year’s event promises to entertain both serious horticulturalists and novice gardeners during the 4-day gardening extravaganza at Phoenix Park and we are using this showcase opportunity to promote Irish craft as part of the Irish holiday experience. 

Discoverireland.ie, Fáilte Ireland's main consumer website is extensively promoted nationally as part of the annual Discover Ireland campaign.  Through the Tourism Content Systems it feeds all other information distribution channels, the network of Tourist offices and also feeds discoverireland.com, the sister site, promoted internationally by Tourism Ireland overseas.  

ccoi.ie   Visit ccoi.ie  for more on quality Irish craft this summer, from the boglands of Lough Boora to Kilkenny the craft and design heart of Ireland.
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