
CRAFTING NEW TOURISM RELATIONSHIPS

Some of the most influential figures in the US Collectors market have just completed an intensive ‘craft tour’ of Ireland. An elite group of fine craft collectors, gallerists and cultural journalists spent the past week visiting the studios of some of our finest craftsmen and women.

The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) initiated this unique and specially tailored tour to demonstrate the extraordinary quality of work being produced in this country. The visitors were taken to craft studios, workshops and galleries all over the island – from Kilkenny’s National Craft Gallery and the Design Tower on Dublin’s Pearse Street to the remote shores of Connemara’s lakes and up to the Ards Peninsula in Northern Ireland.

This tour was an important step in developing Ireland as a desirable ‘arts destination’ for American collectors of contemporary craft. Once they return home, these key influencers will be encouraging discerning collectors to travel to Ireland, visit our studios and purchase work by makers of exceptional talent.

The ‘craft tour’ was organised by the Crafts Council of Ireland and Fáilte Ireland in conjunction with Craft Northern Ireland and the Northern Ireland Tourist Board “We are trying to find more centralized ways to promote the work of Ireland’s finest craft artists, many of whom are living and working in remote, scenic areas,” says Cornelia McCarthy, CCoI’s Collector Programme Manager. “One objective is to work with partners to develop exchanges and tours, which would allow collectors to meet the craftspeople and experience the beauty of the settings that influence their work,” 

 

Many overseas visitors travel to Ireland for the unique visitor attractions,  accommodation, and food producers. But Irish craft also plays an important role in bringing tourists into the country. Fáilte Ireland have recognised the importance of showcasing contemporary Irish craft: “Cultural tourism, of which craft is a key component, is the fastest growing form of tourism.”  according to Damien O’Brien of Fáilte Ireland. “It is growing at a rate 15% per annum, 3 times the rate of all other forms of tourism, and estimated to be worth €5.1 billion to the Irish economy.”

It is hoped that encouraging collectors of fine craft to travel to Ireland will provide a major boost both to the Irish craft sector and the economy as whole. For more details please contact Helen Carroll t:+353.86.8057220 e: ncgpress@ccoi.ie

