Press release….

Dermot O’Neill Shows You How… at Arboretum

Saturday, 29th March 2008 is a busy day for Dermot O’Neill at the Arboretum.  So why not join him from 2pm to 4pm for the launch of Arboretum’s new Inspiration Garden and Let Us Show You… customer initiative… 

‘We’re always conscious of the stories that feed back to us about the challenges faced by our customers in the garden, with their pets, even preparing food and dressing the home so this year we’re launching our “Let Us Show You…”’initiative says Rachel Doyle from Arboretum. 

‘What that means for our customers is, each month we’ll show you what, how, where and when and we’ll make it easy for you. That goes for each of our departments from pets, to food, home and of course to the garden.’

Celebrity gardener Dermot O’Neill will open the new Inspiration Garden, which has been developed around this concept by planting his favourite rose and then showing members of the public how to use colour themes in the garden.

‘And then we’ll have some fun by showing Dermot something from each of our other departments… ‘ says Barry Doyle from Arboretum.

Rob Monaghan from Marlay Ceramics will be showing Dermot how to “throw a pot” in the new Crafted Design area of the Arboretum which is an initiative with the Crafts Council of Ireland and a lucky customer will get to win the signed work. (see information on Crafted Design attached)

Paul Molloy from the arboretum pet smart store will show Dermot how to set up a reptile vivarium and lastly Dermot’s 5 Star Chef Status from TV’s “The Restaurant” will be put to the test again in a competition with our resident Chef, John Carey for the best Barbeque Marinade… 

There’ll be competitions and charity raffles throughout the course of the day and all are welcome. And don’t be afraid to ask any of the staff to show you… what, where, when and how… 

Ends – 21st March, 2008

For further information contact Fergal Doyle at 059 9721558 / 087 8234238

or e-mail fergal@arboretum.ie
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON CRAFTED DESIGN AT ARBORETUM

Crafted Design at Arboretum is the new, dedicated Irish craft area, featuring 7 of Ireland’s most talented craftspeople – selected by the team at Arboretum.  
Each piece featured in Crafted Design has been made by hand, with skill and craftsmanship, and has a strong focus on design, ensuring that it is not only beautiful, but stylish, functional and superbly finished.  Each piece is unique, and has a story of its own – the story of the piece and the story of the maker.

“The Crafts Council of Ireland welcomed the opportunity to work with Arboretum on this initiative.  One of our key objectives is to make craft more accessible to consumers.’ Explains Nicola Doran, Retail Programme Manager with the Crafts Council.  ‘There is a natural connection between craft and garden. Many gardeners having a keen eye for beauty, an appreciation for design and a connection with nature and natural materials – all of which craft encompasses. Arboretum – with their focus on innovation and creativity and their history of excellence, were ideal partners to pilot Crafted Design with.  We hope that this will be the first of many such initiatives throughout the country.’ 

The seven craft enterprises featured in Crafted Design are:

· Christine Hughes Design – Co. Dublin 

· Liz Nilsson - Longbord  - Co. Dublin

· Herve de Wergifosse - Wergiwood – Co. Wiclow

· Larry Kinsella - Moth to A Flame – Co. Kilkenny

· The Leadbetter family – Jerpoint Glass – Co Kilkenny

· Thomas Diem Ceramics  - Co Meath

· Rob Monaghan &  Ann Marie Sheridan – Marlay Ceramics – Co. Dublin
For further information on the Crafted Design initiative contact Nicola Doran at 056 7761804 / 

086 8243786 or e-mail nicola@ccoi.ie
