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PRESS RELEASE

A CELEBRATION OF FINE IRISH CRAFT

Irish Craft 2007 and Álainn

A celebration of  fine Irish craft and the inspirational people behind it: Irish Craft 2007 is a beautiful publication that tells the stories of Ireland’s leading craftspeople and the spectacular work they create.

The Crafts Council of Ireland, in partnership with the Irish Arts Review, is delighted to present Irish Craft 2007, the first annual craft edition.  Profiling our talented designer/makers, recent exhibitions and awards and some of Ireland’s most important collections - the book is a must for anyone interested in contemporary Irish craft.

For many, this interest leads to a lifelong love of collecting.  Whether it’s delicately sculpted ceramics, elegant jewellery or finely crafted furniture, the market for Irish Craft is a growing one.  Now, for the first time ever, the Crafts Council of Ireland has established a ‘collector's society’ for the passionate and potential collectors.  Álainn is a brand new initiative offering members invitations to special collectors events, tours of private and public collections and discounts on National Craft Gallery publications and selected exhibitions.

The National Craft Gallery is the Crafts Council of Ireland’s flagship exhibition space.  Its exciting exhibitons programme plays a big part in broadening perceptions of craft and its cultural and commercial value.  It is a space that has inspired many visitors to take their first step into the collectors market.

The Crafts Council of Ireland is dedicated to supporting and encouraging these collectors.  They have already established Portfolio - a directory of some of Ireland’s leading ‘collectible’ craftspeople, selected by an International panel.  Álainn is the latest building block in their development of a more vibrant and exciting market for contemporary Irish craft.

For more details on Álainn contact:

Cornelia McCarthy, Crafts Council of Ireland, Castle Yard, Kilkenny 353 (056) 7761 804 or cornelia@ccoi.ie
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