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Crafts Council of Ireland launches Learn Craft Design digital platform for educators and craftspeople
New digital resource supports craft learning amongst children
The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI) today launched a new digital resource that supports learning through and about craft for children of all ages nationally. The platform www.learncraftdesign.com provides information for teachers at primary and post primary level, and for craftspeople delivering creative education programmes. 
The launch of Learn Craft Design is a significant development in craft education, providing easy access to a range of lesson plans, design concepts, a searchable database of craftspeople, image galleries and information about the core education programmes delivered by the Crafts Council of Ireland. The launch of the new web platform coincides with the Baboró International Arts Festival for Children and reflects CCoI’s commitment to ensuring that children and educators have ready access to craft based skills and expertise.

In addition to the launch of Learn Craft Design, the Crafts Council of Ireland announced details of their recent partnership with the network of twenty-one full-time education centres in Ireland. Working in partnership with the Crafts Council of Ireland, the centres will deliver CCoI’s CRAFTed – Learning Skills for Life programme nationally from January 2012. CRAFTed is a programme for primary schools, promoting learning through creativity and innovation. It places professional craftspeople in schools to develop collaborative projects with teachers and children. 

Commenting on the announcement of both initiatives at the Galway City Museum, John Tynan, Head of Education, Training and Development with the Crafts Council of Ireland said: “We are delighted to announce two very significant programmes that will have a lasting benefit on enriching children and teachers’ knowledge and experience of Irish craft. The digital platform provides a rich tapestry of resources and essential supports for educators and showcases the ingenuity and excellence of our craft professionals.  It includes a database of professional craftspeople allowing for easy access to expertise which can lead to job opportunities for craftspeople in the education sector.”

In addition to the CRAFTed primary schools programme, CCoI works closely with the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST), and are currently collaborating on a post primary level research project with second level art teachers. A wide range of resources is available for second level students who may be considering a career in craft all of which can be accessed through the new Learn Craft Design site. CCoI’s 
National Craft Gallery in Kilkenny also offers education and outreach programmes throughout the year that engage with communities, schools and the general public. 

Speaking at the launch Karen Hennessy, Chief Executive at the Crafts Council of Ireland said: “It is vitally important that we nurture and fire the imagination of children and young people to truly develop Ireland’s capacity for creativity and innovation. To do this we must provide our educators and craftspeople with as many tools and resources as possible. We are delighted to be launching Learn Craft Design during Year of Craft 2011 and the essential support that it will provide for teaching and learning craft is a wonderful legacy for what has been an exciting year for the Irish craft sector as a whole.”
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Further information available at: 

www.learncraftdesign.com
About the Crafts Council of Ireland:

The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI), which is headquartered in Kilkenny, is the main champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation and competitiveness. CCoI's activities are funded by the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation via Enterprise Ireland. CCoI currently has over 70 member organisations and almost 2,500 registered clients.  For further information, please visit www.ccoi.ie 

About the craft sector in Ireland:

Irish craft businesses are characteristically small in scale and are geographically widespread, but taken nationally the industry is a significant employer, while also providing viable, sustainable enterprises in all areas, including those isolated rural communities ignored as unsuitable by other manufacturing sectors.  According to research conducted by Indecon International Economic Consultants on behalf of the Crafts Council of Ireland, the craft industry in Ireland is worth almost half a billion Euros to the Irish economy. The sector employs an estimated 5,771 people generating domestic sales of €373.5m and exports worth over €124.5m, with significant potential for growth in the industry.

About Year of Craft 2011:

The Crafts Council of Ireland and Craft Northern Ireland have designated 2011 as Year of Craft. The year also marks the 40th anniversary of the Crafts Council of Ireland and is celebrated through a diverse range of dynamic events and programmes to showcase the very best of craft made on the island of Ireland.  For further details on all Year of Craft activities and events, please visit www.craftinireland.com  
