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Irish Chairmakers

Year set-up: 2009
Number of members: 10

Committee: 

Alison Ospina  
Chairperson

Thomas Kay  
Treasurer

James Carroll  
Secretary

Irish Chairmakers is a group of chairmakers based in Ireland formed with 
the express intention of finding venues that would be suitable for annual 
exhibitions of chairs and organising these exhibitions.

Activities during 2009 included an exhibition in March at Doswell Gallery, West 
Cork and the accompanying launch of “Green Wood Chairs” book.  This exhibition 
also travelled to Éigse Festival Carlow.

In 2008 Irish Chairmakers became members of the Crafts Council of Ireland and 
successfully applied for network funding towards the cost of transporting chairs 
to and from exhibition venues.

‘Contemporary greenwood chair’
by Alison Ospina Irish Chairmakers
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(continued)

Irish Guild of 
Embroiderers 
www.irishembroiderers.org

Year set-up: 2000
Number of members: 60

Committee:		

Mary O’Reilly  
Chairman

Thelma Davey  
Honorary Secretary

Myriam Broadhead  
Treasurer

Fiona Bailey  
Membership Secretary 

Eithne Carey  
Events Secretary

Bronwen Murray  
Librarian 

Jenny O’Donohoe  
Newsletter Editor

The Irish Guild of Embroiderers' aim is to promote embroidery and help in its 
education through lectures and workshops in various aspects of contemporary 
embroidery.

‘Embroidery piece’ by Eleanor Calnan
Irish Guild of Embroiderers
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Irish Guild of Weavers, 
Spinners & Dyers 
(IGWS&D) 
www.weavers.ie

Year set-up: 1975
Number of members: 90

Committee: 

Máire Ní Neachtain  
Cathaoirleach

Peter Hoare 
Vice-Chairman

Lindy Taylor  
Secretary

Shanah Cauldwell  
Treasurer

Evelyn Murray  
Website

The Irish Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers was formed to preserve,  
improve and promote expertise in hand-weaving, spinning and dyeing;  
and to encourage excellence of craftsmanship in texture, colour and design.

The organisation’s AGM took place at the National Museum of Ireland at 
Collins Barracks in March and a new committee was elected. Three members 
demonstrated during Seachtain na Gaeilge at the National Museum.  

The Guild took part in Bloom 2009 and demonstrated weaving and spinning 
during the show. Three members travelled to Lincoln to take part in the 
Association of Guilds of WS&D Summer School. Spinning was demonstrated  
on World Spinning Day at Airfield Farm.

IGWS&D participated in the Knitting and Stitching Show at the RDS in October 
and gave demonstrations of wheel-spinning, drop-spindle spinning and 
weaving on weaving sticks. Members also dispensed information on the Guild 
and its activities.

Peter Hoare of Irish Guild of Weavers, 
Spinners & Dyers demonstrating 
at Bloom in the Park 2009  
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(continued)

Irish Patchwork Society 
www.irishpatchwork.ie

Year set-up: 1981
Number of members:  
400 approx

Committee: 

Miriam Gogarty 
Chairperson

Maria Bolton  
Treasurer

Moira Byrne  
Secretary

The Irish Patchwork Society promotes Irish quilts and quilters throughout 
Ireland, Europe and the world. The society organises classes in their eight 
branches around the country and exhibits quilts in branch and national 
exhibitions. Every two years a joint exhibition is held with the Northern Ireland 
Patchwork Guild called “Hands across the Border”.

During 2009 the Irish Patchwork Society (IPS) with the Northern Ireland 
Patchwork Guild held an exhibition in the Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin and in 
Portstewart. A second joint exhibition between the two guilds was held in Ailsa 
Craig in Ontario, Canada in October. Seventeen quilters travelled to Canada 
for the show, which was very successful and had about 8,ooo visitors. IPS also 
promoted quilting and taught to groups at Art in Action in Townley Hall near 
Drogheda for three days over Whit weekend. Other exhibitions in 2009 included 
Bloom, Farmleigh, Phoenix Park in June and the Knitting and Stitching Show at 
the RDS. It was also agreed that the 2010 National exhibition would be held in 
Cork and that IPS would fund a prize for Patchwork and Quilting at the RDS Craft 
Competition.
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Irish Woodturners 
Guild 
www.irishwoodturnersguild.com
 
Year set-up:1983 
Number of members: 776

Committee: 

Evan Petty  
President

Willie Creighton  
Chairman

Eugene Grimley  
Honorary Secretary  

The Irish Woodturners Guild (IWG) is an all-Ireland non-profit organisation open 
to woodturners of all levels.  

Its objectives are:
To offer mutual help and encouragement••

To exchange information••

To improve design and skills ••

To promote woodturning to the general public••

To run seminars and exhibitions and publish regular journals••

IWG recently published a book “The First 25 Years 1983 to 2008” detailing the 
development of woodturning in Ireland. It included chapters on the Foundation 
of IWG; Development of Chapters (local sections); National Seminars: Local 
1-day Seminars; IWG Journal; Website. The book runs to 118 pages edited by 
Evan Petty, President of IWG and with a Foreword by Úna Parsons, CEO of The 
Crafts Council of Ireland.

IWG has now grown to 20 Chapters spread throughout Ireland, North and 
South. These organise regular monthly meetings or demonstrations and 1-day 
local seminars. Details are available in the IWG Journal published quarterly 
(Editor, Peter Lyons). IWG also organizes an annual two or three day seminar 
with invited international demonstrators. In 2009 this was held in the City Hotel, 
Armagh on 2-4 October. Further details appear in the Journal or on the website: 
www.irishwoodturnersguild.com
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Louth Craftmark 
Designers  
Network (LCDN) 
www.louthcraftmark.com

 
 
 
 
 

Year set-up: 2007
Number of members: 30

Committee: 

Colette Mulholland  
Chairperson

Cathy Dodrill  
Secretary

Gillian Callan  
Treasurer

Rachel Tinniswood  
Membership Secretary

Sarah McKenna  
GANS CCOI representative

Joanne McKenna  
Committee Member

Garrett Mallon  
Committee Member

Cathy Pendergast  
Committee Member

Fiona Thornton  
Committee Member

Louth Craftmark Designers Network aims to ensure that Louth will have a 
flourishing craft sector where makers and their work are valued, developed  
and celebrated; that the activities of the Louth Craftmark Designers Network  
are relevant to the needs of its members; and to develop a clear marketing 
vision for the craft sector in Louth.

During the year Louth Craftmark Designers Network produced a ‘Creative Map’ 
booklet and organised associated events. The Creative Map was launched at 
Louth Craftmark’s retail outlet to coincide with other events on Creative Night 
2009 which served to promote craft and creativity in County Louth.

Louth Craftmark Designers Network also organised the Creative Map tour of 
County Louth which aimed to make the public more aware of craftspeople and 
their work with visits to workshops and studios around the region. In addition 
Louth Craftmark Designers Network took part in Art in Action for the first time 
as a group. This arts and crafts event is local but nationally recognised as an 
important event in the creative calendar. LCDN hopes to step up its involvement 
with the event in the coming year.

Members also took part individually in Bloom in the Park, Showcase and The 
National Craft and Design Fair; they attended the opening of member Frances 
Lambe’s solo exhibition at the Millennium Centre in Portadown and took part in 
The Ards Creative Peninsula.

(continued)
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MADE in Kilkenny 
www.madeinkilkenny.ie

Year set-up: 2009 
Number of members: 26

Committee: 

Rosemarie Durr  
Chairperson 

Ed Keilthy  
Treasurer 

Hilary Jenkinson  
Secretary

MADE in Kilkenny was established to bring together the considerable wealth 
of craft talent in the region, to foster excellence in craftsmanship, to promote 
the county as a shopping destination for authentic, unique craft and to actively 
contribute to Kilkenny’s tourist appeal.

MADE in Kilkenny launched in August 2009 with an exhibition held in Butler 
House, which was part of the craft strand of the Kilkenny Arts Festival.   
A brochure including a map with all the members on it was launched at  
the exhibition in conjunction with Trail Kilkenny. The website  
www.madeinkilkenny.ie was launched in September.

The group rented premises for the month of December in Kilkenny city which 
became the ‘MADE pop up shop’. 13 of its members were involved with the 
stocking and running of the shop while all 26 members were involved with the 
exhibition held in the upstairs of the building. This was a great success and is 
something the group hopes to continue in the future.
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Na Píobairí Uilleann 
www.pipers.ie

Year set-up: 1968
Number of members: 1,200

Committee: 

Gay McKeon  
CEO

Gerry Lyons  
Administrator

Sandie Purcell  
Administrative Assistant

Terry Moylan  
Archivist
 
Board:

Seán Potts 
Honorary President

Robbie Hannan  
Chairman

Noel Pocock  
Secretary

Patricia Logan  
Treasurer

Tom Clarke 

Nollaig Mac Cárthaigh 

Tommy Keane 

Dave Hegarty 

Seán Óg Potts 

Wilbert Garvin 

Joe Crane

Na Píobairí Uilleann (NPU), the Society of Uilleann Pipers, was founded in 
1968 to protect a threatened art form. 40 years later, NPU is a thriving arts 
organisation with thousands of members worldwide, dedicated to servicing the 
aims and needs of pipers through preservation and promotion of the music and 
the craft of manufacturing the Uilleann pipes.

During the year NPU filmed three master craft pipe-makers and began editing 
for its new website. It published two technical journals on the craft of Uilleann 
pipe-making and held three week-long reed-making craft workshops during 
June, July and August. NPU also holds weekly craft classes in reed-making at its 
headquarters in Henrietta Street.

In 2009 Na Píobairí Uilleann published five editions of An Píobaire magazine 
which were distributed to over 1,200 members worldwide. These included 
technical articles on the craft of Uilleann piping. NPU also supplied materials  
to reed-makers throughout the world and photographed and measured classic 
sets of Uilleann pipes.

Pipemaking Na Píobairí Uilleann

(continued)
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Offaly Crafty 
www.offalyartsandcrafts.com

Year set-up: 2005 
Number of members: 30

Committee: 

Ross Hathaway  
Chairman

Kieran Brennan  
Secretary

Anne Schnittger  
Treasurer

Jo Barber  
PRO

Offaly Crafty is a mixed discipline network which aims to promote Offaly-based 
makers of art and craft by developing a brand based upon excellence of quality 
and innovation in design. Members meet regularly in Tullamore and work on a 
variety of projects.

In 2009 these projects included training and product development courses, 
along with group purchasing of professionally designed promotional backdrops 
for use in joint or individual marketing events.

For the fourth year running, members of Offaly Crafty exhibited as a group 
during Birr Vintage Week and Arts Festival as part of the Arts Trail.  

Offaly Crafty hosted two craft fairs in the run up to Christmas, one in Tullamore 
and a second in Birr. These fairs are in their fourth and third years, respectively, 
and are building on the success of previous years.

‘Tableware’ by Offaly Crafty



appendices  CCoI ANNUAL REPORT 2009122

Peannairí  
www.calligraphy.ie

Year set-up: 1987
Number of members: 30

Committee: 

Noeleen Frain  
Chairperson

Jane Connolly  
Treasurer

Clodagh Opdebeeck  
Secretary

Ann Cannon  
Librarian

Noel McCloskey 
Editor of newsletter

The purpose of the society is the encouragement and nurture of the 
calligrapher’s craft and the development of fine writing in Ireland.

Peanairí is affiliated with Calligraphy and Lettering Arts in England. This year 
one member obtained a distinction in the CLAS Intermediate Diploma and four 
obtained distinctions and passes in the Foundation Diploma.

During 2009 Peannairí held workshops on card making, book making and 
printing. The Society’s AGM took place in September. The committee was  
re-elected and an additional newsletter editor was elected.

Peannairí currently holds day and evening calligraphy classes in three locations 
in Dublin.         

Robert Sinclair of Peannairí  
demonstrating at Bloom in the Park 2009  

Postcard design by Peannairí

(continued)
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Quilters Guild of 
Ireland  
www.theqgi.com

Year set-up: 2001 
Number of members: 330

Committee: 

Ingrid Rendell  
Chairperson

Beryl Cadman  
Vice Chair 

Yvonne McKee  
Web Editor and Retreat  
Co-Ordinator

Patricia Frawley  
Secretary and Librarian

Laura Cahill  
Treasurer

Robyn Fahy  
Education Officer and  
Retreat Organiser

Susan Taylor  
Membership Secretary

Marie Sprott  
Gazette Editor

Josie Molloy 
Assistant Secretary

Frances Flanagan  
Assistant Treasurer

The Quilters Guild of Ireland provides education about patchwork, appliqué 
and quilting to members in Ireland as well as internationally. This non-profit 
association welcomes all those interested in learning about the art/craft of 
quilting.

The six day Quilters Guild of Ireland Retreat last year was held at the Dunadry, 
Co Antrim. Over 80 members attended classes given by European and Irish 
teachers, including Deb Karasik, internationally known master quilter and 
published tutor.

Prior to the Retreat, Jinny Beyer, internationally known Fabric Designer, and 
published Quilt teacher visited Ireland and gave classes in Donegal, Armagh, 
Athlone and Cork.  
 
To further assist ongoing skills development and exchange of information 
members of the Committee travelled to the world renowned quilt festival in 
Houston to identify and source international tutors who might come to Ireland 
for future retreats or workshops. 
 
In addition some members took part in the World Quilt Festival organised by 
Mancuso Management. The quilts represented Ireland and travelled to four 
locations in the US, including Florida, California and Pennysylvania. A selection 
of these quilts will also travel to European quilt shows.

Quilters Guild of Ireland at their 2009 Retreat
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Royal Dublin Society 
(RDS) 
www.rds.ie/crafts

Year set-up: 1731
Number of members: 5,000

Committee: 

Bernardine Hurley  
Chairman

Alison Casey 

Ida Delamer 

Arthur Duff 

Emmet Kane 

Mary O’Reilly 

Henry Pim 

Veronica Rowe 

Clodagh Ryan

2009 National Crafts Competition 

The RDS was founded in 1731 to promote and develop arts, agriculture, science 
and industry in Ireland. In 1746 it established The Dublin Society School of 
Drawing, which later became the National College of Art and Design (NCAD). 
Since 1834 craft exhibitions have been held at the RDS and in 1968 the RDS 
National Crafts Competition was launched. 

Today the RDS National Crafts Competition is Ireland’s largest craft competition.  
In 2009, the RDS National Crafts Competition in association with the Crafts 
Council of Ireland celebrated its 41st successful year and has now expanded 
to 20 categories. The overall prize fund was €30,000, the largest in Europe. 
Independently adjudicated, the competition received entries from craft 
designers and makers based in Ireland as well as Irish craft-workers abroad.  
The RDS National Crafts Competition and subsequent exhibitions are 
recognised as a valuable platform for craft designers and makers to gain 
national and international recognition for their work. The competition has been 
a catalyst for many of today’s top craft designers who, in the early stages of their 
career entered and won awards and prizes. 

The RDS National Crafts Competition Exhibition of prize winners and 
commended entries is one of the highlights of the annual Fáilte Ireland Dublin 
Horse Show. The exhibition travelled to Birr Theatre and Arts Centre, Co. Offaly; 
the Regional Cultural Centre, Co. Donegal; the Sirius Arts Centre, Co. Cork; and 
returned to the RDS in December for the National Crafts & Design Fair.  

The travelling exhibition has been successful in heightening the profile of 
individual craft designers and makers as well as promoting awareness of the 
diversity of craft practice in Ireland. The exhibition has attracted high visitor 
attendance and positive reaction and interest in the individual exhibits.

‘Architectural Coffee Service’ 
by silversmith Kevin O’Dwyer 
Royal Dublin Society

(continued)
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The Design Tower  
www.thedesigntower.com

 
 
Year set-up: 1985 
Number of members: 18

Committee: 

Elizabeth O’Kane  
Chairperson

Aisling Nelson  
Secretary

Pat McBride  
Ordinary Member

The Design Tower on Grand Canal Quay in Dublin is the iconic location of 
a variety of craft practitioners who espouse quality and craftsmanship and 
attempt to work to the highest possible standards. It includes many makers  
and craft based services and is a truly unique place to work and visit.

The Design Tower's major achievement for 2009 was the Wunderkammer 
Exhibition. Drawing on the rich subject-matter of the Albert M. Bender 
collection of Asian Art in the National Museum of Ireland, makers in Dublin’s 
Design Tower have created a contemporary cabinet of curiosities; with 
work ranging across a variety of disciplines, including ceramics, textiles and 
metalwork. Each maker has evolved a personal response to the collection of 
artefacts of Chinese, Japanese and Tibetan origin.  

Curated by Ann Mulrooney of the Crafts Council of Ireland this exhibition 
enabled the makers to achieve a collective excellence which was viewed by  
over one thousand visitors throughout its two week duration.

It provided a unique method by which the makers could engage with the many 
stakeholders associated with the Design Tower, from customers to enthusiasts, 
from academics to the owner of the Design Tower building, Trinity College.

Finally it provided a template for future exhibitions, the possibilities of which 
are being currently explored. 
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West Cork Craft  
and Design Guild 
(WCCDG) 
www.westcorkcraft.org

Year set-up: 1996
Number of members: 20

Committee: 

Aoife O’Mahony  
Chairperson

Kieran Higgins  
Vice Chair

Etain Hickey  
Secretary

Christina Roser  
Treasurer

Alison Ospina  
Development Officer

WCCDG is a marketing and support network which aims to promote members’ 
work through a series of exhibitions, a website and the regular production of 
high quality brochures. Potential new members need to demonstrate a high 
level of craftsmanship and skill as well as a strong design element.

WCCDG 2009 activities included:

Subsidised photography scheme with grant funding from West Cork ••
Enterprise Board. All members get a subsidy of 50% for photography to  
a maximum of €100 

Commissioning of portrait photographs of members with their work ••

Production of a new brochure with funding from CCoI••

Organisation of a social event with Jeremy Irons at Kilcoe Castle••

Development of a new campaign for selling members’ work in West Cork ••
including dialogue with local shops and galleries

Receipt of grant funding from Cork County Council for a marketing campaign••

(continued)
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Corporate Members

The Crawford College of Art & Design is a constituent college of Cork Institute 
of Technology, providing education in the arts for over 200 years. The Fine 
Art Department is based at the Sharman Crawford Street campus, offering 
programmes in Fine Art and Ceramic Design. 

The Department of Fine Art offers a Level 8 BA (Honours) in Ceramic Design.  
By December 2009, there were 18 students registered on this programme.

Kevin O’Callaghan, a third year student on the degree programme, travelled  
to China in summer 2009 to undertake a ceramics residency at Jingdezhen,  
for which he received the prestigious Frank Ryan Bursary from the Institute  
of Designers of Ireland.

CIT Crawford College  
of Art & Design 
www.cit.ie

Year set-up: N/A
Number of members:  
Approx 50 staff in total;  
approx 5 directly involved in  
Ceramic Design
 
Committee: 

Orla Flynn  
Acting Head, CIT Crawford College  
of Art & Design

Kevin Gill  
Acting Head,  
Department of Fine Art

Mary Cronin  
College Administrator

CIT (Crawford College 
of Art & Design), Cork
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(continued)

Association of CEOs  
of County & city 
Enterprise Boards 
www.enterpriseboards.ie

Year set-up: 1993
Number of members: 35
 
Committee:

Christine Charlton  
Chairperson

The 35 County & City Enterprise Boards throughout Ireland joined forces to 
assist craft businesses in their respective geographical areas to promote their 
work in a dedicated area at Showcase in 2009. 

To assist craft businesses to maximise their sales potential, a dedicated display 
area was secured in the RDS. Twenty one craft businesses, including new and 
upcoming businesses as well as established craftworkers, were located in the 
Enterprise Board area. In addition to the dedicated display area, the businesses 
also benefitted from group branding, a dedicated buyers meeting area and 
promotional work carried out on their behalf by the Enterprise Boards.
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